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Instructions for Completing the Lesson 
Begin each study session with prayer. It is the Holy Spirit who makes spiritual things discernable to 
Christians, so it is essential to be in fellowship with the Lord during Bible study. 

Instructions 

1. Read the lesson notes carefully. 

2. Look up and study each passage of the Bible that is mentioned. 

3. Complete the answers to the Questions and send your response to Grace Notes.  
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The Reign of Jehu (841 to 814 B.C.) 

Elisha directed one of the prophets to anoint Jehu 
as king over Israel, while Ahaziah was still alive, 
and he told Jehu to destroy the house of Ahab.  
The army acknowledged Jehu as King. (2 Kings 9)  
Jehu set out for the town of Jezreel in north-central 
Palestine, where Jehoram had returned after being 
wounded in battle with the Syrians (2 Kings 
8:28,29).  Upon hearing about Jehu's approaching 
army army, Jehoram of Israel and Ahaziah of 
Judah went out to meet him and were slain.  At 
Jehu's order, Jezebel was thrown down from an 
upper window and killed.  Jehu also had the sons 
of Ahab put to death and the prophets of Baal 
slain.  He concluded his purge of Baalism by 
burning the images and breaking down the temple 
of Baal.  2 Kings 9,10 
This reform brought a brief period during which 
idolatry in Israel was somewhat checked.  But 
Jehu stopped short of a complete spiritual house-
cleaning, because he allowed the worship of the 
golden calves to continue at Bethel and Dan.  He 
went far enough to get himself seated on the 
throne but did not completely destroy idolatry.  
During the latter part of his reign, Hazael of 
Damascus attacked the borders of Israel on the 
north and east.  Jehu reigned 28 years until his 
death. 

The Campaigns of Mesha, King of Moab (2 Kings 
3) 

The wars against Aram gave Moab the opportunity 
to revolt and free itself from Israel.  One of the 
most important archaeological finds in Palestine, 
the Stele of Mesha, discovered in 1868 in the ruins 
of Dibon, recounts the story. 
Mesha had already revolted against Ahab.  Ahab 
probably attempted a punitive expedition against 
Moab, at first recovering part of Mesha's territory.  
But Mesha eventually prevailed in the area and 
made permanent inroads into Israelite territory east 
of the Dead Sea. 

The Israelite Campaign Against Moab (2 Kings 
1:1-27) 

Jehoram, the son of Ahab, set out on a campaign 
to Moab to reconquer and punish them, probably 
in the first year of his reign.  He was joined by 
Jehoshaphat, then an ally, who was co-regent of 
Judah with his son, also named Jehoram.  They 
passed south through Edom to avoid strong 
northern forces set up by Mesha.  The Edomites 
joined them in the attack.  On the desert road, they 
were suffering from severe thirst when a flood 
occurred, allowing them to continue.  They 
overpowered the Moabite army and laid siege to 
the city of Kir-hareseth.  Not being able to force a 
surrender, they retreated. 

The Attack of the Moabites and Allies by Way 
of En-Gedi  (2 Chron. 20:2) 

At the end of the reign of Jehoshaphat, an allied 
Moabite force invaded Judah by way of En-gedi.  
This was a daring move in which they had to cross 
the Dead Sea, probably at the ford opposite 
Masada.  They made a short but difficult climb up 
cliffs into the Judean hills.  The invasion was 
repulsed by the Israelites, but in consequence, 
fortresses were built at Masada and En-gedi. 

The Rebellion of Jehu (1 Kings 9,10) 

The wars between Israel and Syria (Aram) 
continued after the death of Ahab. In the days of 
Jehoram, the two kingdoms fought again at 
Ramoth-Gilead. The fierce revolt of Jehu, 
supported by the prophets, brought the Omri-
Ahab-Jehoram dynasty to an end and caused the 
death of Ahaziah, king of Judah, who happened to 
be in Jezreel, the winter capital of the Israelite 
kings, at the time.  With the murder of Jezebel, the 
close ties between Israel and Tyre (Phoenicia) also 
came to an end. 

Israelite Kings Following Jehu  (2 Kings 13,14) 

In Israel, Jehu was followed by his son Jehoahaz, 
who made further concessions to idolatry, but had 
some consideration for the things of God (2 Kings 
13:4).  He was followed by his son Jehoash, who 
took the Temple treasures from Jerusalem.  
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Jehoash was followed by his son, Jeroboam II, 
who was able to restore the eastern borders of 
Israel which had been invaded by Hazael of 
Damascus during the reign of Jehu. 
Amos prophesied during the reign of Jeroboam II, 
even though he lived in Tekoa, about ten miles 
south of Jerusalem.  He preached against both the 
Southern and Northern Kingdoms, and singled out 
the Israelite capital of Samaria for particular 
rebuke (Amos 4:1).  He also spoke against idolatry 
in Bethel where Jeroboam's calf had been erected.  
He admonished the decadent and luxury-loving 
people of Israel for their extortion from the poor, 
their crookedness and use of bribes, and their use 
of sacrifice and offering to cover up their sins - a 
form of hypocrisy which God especially hates.  
After laying out this sordid picture, Amos pointed 
forward to the time of the restoration of the 
Davidic Kingdom (9:11) and the time of 
prosperity which will be brought in with the 
millennial reign of Christ (9:13-15). 
The prophet Hosea also prophesied during this 
time against the sins of the Northern Kingdom.  
He used his own family situation as a symbol of 
the situation in Israel.  Hosea's wife had forsaken 
him for an adulterous life but was restored to him 
after a time (Hosea 3:1-3).  Hosea used the fact of 
her adultery as a symbol of the spiritual adultery 
(apostasy) of Israel. Her restoration was used as an 
illustration of Israel's future restoration in the 
Davidic Kingdom. 

Murder in the Palace (2 Kings 15) 

The era of Jeroboam II was prosperous, but it was 
very sinful.  His reign was followed by the worst 
of times in Israel as the wickedness of the nation 
caught up with it.  He was succeeded by his son 
Zachariah, the fourteenth king of Israel.  Zachariah 
ruled only six months and was slain by Shallum.  
this brought to an end the dynasty of Jehu.  
Shallum himself was slain by Menahem after only 
one month of rule. 
Menahem ruled for ten years; and when Tiglath-
Pileser III of Assyria came against Israel, 
Menahem paid him a thousand talents of silver and 
gold as a bribe to allow him to stay on his throne.  

Menahem was followed by his son, Pekahiah who 
reigned for two years before being murdered by 
one of his military officers, Pekah, who took over 
as king of Israel.  Pekah, in turn, was slain by 
Hoshea in a conspiracy, and Hoshea became the 
nineteenth and last king of Israel.  He was on the 
throne when the Northern Kingdom was brought 
to an end with the Assyrian siege of Samaria in 
about 722 B.C., during the reign in Assyria of 
Shalmaneser V. 

The Rise of Assyria 

Tiglath-Pileser III renewed Assyria's expansionist 
policies and is considered to be the founder of the 
extensive Assyrian Empire which eventually 
swallowed up the small kingdoms of Syria and 
Palestine.  Unlike his predecessors, he was not 
satisfied with the surrender of kings and receiving 
tribute.  Rather, he annexed conquered territories 
by reducing them to Assyrian provinces governed 
by Assyrian deputies.  Opposition to Assyrian rule 
was overcome by exiling the noble classes and 
resettling the territories with Assyrian people. 
The inscriptions of Tiglath-Pileser show that in 
738 B.C. he fought in northern Syria against a 
large league headed by Ahaziah of Judah.  The 
league dissolved in the face of Assyrian might, 
and the list of kings he defeated became quite 
long. 

The Siege of Samaria (2 Kings 17) 

When Tiglath-Pileser III died, Hoshea apparently 
saw this as an opportunity to discontinue paying 
bribes to Assyria, and he looked to Egypt for help 
in resisting Assyria.  The new king of Assyria, 
Shalmaneser V, swept into Canaan and besieged 
the city of Samaria.  The city fell after three years 
assault and the principal inhabitants were carried 
into captivity by the Assyrians.  Many of the 
inhabitants of Israel were sent to the distant 
reaches of the Assyrian Empire, to the region of 
the Habur River, to Nineveh, and to the cities of 
Media.  The land was resettled with people from 
Babylonia and Hamath, and in 716 B.C. Arabians 
were brought into Israel to live. 



History I – Lesson 3 
 
 

 

I – 3 - 5 

The Reign of Uzziah, King of Judah (2 Kings 14: 
2 Chron. 26) 

Before these events, in the mid-8th Century B.C., 
Uzziah set out on a sweeping campaign against 
Philistia, reaching Ashdod and gaining access to 
the sea from Jabneh to the mouth of the Jarkon 
river, renewing the borders of the kingdom of 
David in this region.  He completed the conquest 
of Edom and conquered the southern desert 
regions against various Arabian tribes. He 
developed the economy of Judah and outlying 
regions, and receives simple yet exalted praise in 
the Bible. 
One reason for his success and the renewal of 
profitable trade was Uzziah's reconstruction of 
Israelite fortresses along the roads of the Negev 
desert. At Ezion-Geber (Gulf of Aqaba), Arad, 
Kadesh-Barnea, and other sites, strong forts with 
casemate walls and towers have been uncovered 
by archaeologists. 

Hezekiah's Reforms (2 Kings 18:3-7; 2 Chron. 
29-31); His Rebellion Against Assyria 

Hezekiah reacted sharply against the wickedness 
of his father, Ahaz, who had participated in the 
"abominations of the heathen".  Hezekiah opened 
the doors of the house of the Lord and repaired the 
facilities.  He then promoted the resumption of 
normal worship with the keeping of the Passover. 
The resulting spiritual awakening caused the 

people to break down the images and groves and 
to destroy the high places of pagan worship. 
Hezekiah "clave to the Lord, and departed not 
from following him, but kept his commandments, 
which the Lord commanded Moses."  (2 Kings 
18:6) 
The death of Sargon II was a sign for new 
uprisings all over Palestine and Syria.  Hezekiah 
stood at the head of the conspirators in Palestine, 
including Ashkelon, king of Philistia, and 
Merodach-baladan, king of Babylon.  The revolt 
was, as usual, also supported by Egypt.  Hezekiah 
began to prepare extensively for the coming 
conflict. 
His most famous work was the hewing of the 
Siloam water conduit in Jerusalem, which carried 
water from the spring of Gihon into the city (2 
Kings 20:20; 2 Chron. 32:30).  He also 
strengthened the fortifications of the city (Isa. 
22:8-11) and fortified and provisioned the central 
cities of Judah (2 Chron. 4:38-41).  He expanded 
the borders of Judah at the expense of kingdoms 
which had refused to join the revolt, mainly in the 
direction of Gaza and Edom (2 Kings 18:8; 1 
Chron 4:42-43). 
Letters were sent to the Israelite populations of 
Samaria and Megiddo in order to bring them 
closer to Judah.  Hezekiah was renewing the hopes 
of uniting the two kingdoms once more. 

History I, Lesson 3 Questions 
Instructions 
The following questions relate to your study of this lesson. 
Respond to the questions as required. 
You have choices about sending the quiz back to Grace Notes. 
• If you received an email file containing the questions, you can use the REPLY feature of your e-

mail application to open the file. Enter your responses in the reply message. Then SEND the 
message to Grace Notes. 

• You can enter your answers on these pages, then send the whole file back to Grace Notes as a 
file attachment. This is handy, but these lessons will average 100K to 200K in size. As an 
alternative, 
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• After you answer the questions here, copy and paste the whole list of questions into a new MS 
Word document; then, send the new file to Grace Notes as an attachment. The new file will, of 
course, be much smaller than this main file. 

• Finally, you can print the Quiz pages on your printer and send your response back to Grace 
Notes in the regular mail. If you do this, send the mail to: 
Grace Notes 
% Warren Doud 
1705 Aggie Lane 
Austin, Texas  78757  USA 

Whichever transmission method you use, when Grace Notes receives your response, we will send you 
the next lesson in the series. 
 
========== 

Questions on History I, Lesson 3 
1.  In what way did Jehu fall short of complete spiritual reform? 
      Answer: 
 
2.  What nation joined with Jehoram, the son of Ahab, in his campaign against the Moabites? 
      Answer: 
 
3.  Amos prophesied during the reign of [A. Jehu; B. Solomon; C. Jeroboam II; D. Jezebel] 
      Answer: 
 
4.  What sinful practices of Samaria did Amos preach against? 
      Answer:  
 
5.  Hosea prophesied against the sins of the ______________ Kingdom. 
      Answer: 
 
6.  Tiglath-Pileser was the king of [A. Babylonia; B. the Northern Kingdom; C. Egypt; D. Assyria]. 
      Answer: 
 
7.  The capital city of Assyria was ______________. 
      Answer: 
 
8.  The Hebrew king who completed the conquest of Edom and conquered the southern desert 
regions was _______________. 
      Answer: 
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9.  Hezekiah sponsored the building of a water conduit which carried water into the city of 
__________. 
       Answer:  
 
10.  Hezekian realized his dream of seeing the Northern and Southern Kingdoms (Israel and Judah) 
reunited. [True/False] 
        Answer: 
 
End of Quiz 
 


