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Lesson 6 - Roman History (Part 2 of 4)

Lesson 6 Quiz

Instructions for Completing the Lesson

Begin each study session with prayer. It is the Holy Spirit who makes spiritual things discernable to
Christians, so it is essential to be in fellowship with the Lord during Bible study.

Instructions
1. Read the lesson notes carefully.
2. Look up and study each passage of the Bible that is mentioned.

3. Complete the answers to the Questions and send your response to Grace Notes.
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THE ROMAN EMPIRE (continued)

The Conquest of Italy

Rome was always surrounded by fierce enemies.
At first, the republic was just a weak city-state,
with an area of about 350 square miles. The
surrounding enemy towns organized themselves
into the Latin League, for the purpose of
conquering the tiny republic. The Romans won
the battle of Lake Regillus in 496 BC, aided, they
said, by the gods Castor and Pollux who had left
Mt. Olympus to fight on their side. A treaty was
signed which admitted Rome into the Latin
League; and Rome quickly became the leader and
master of central Italy.

In 405 BC, Rome and another city-state, Etruria,
entered into a conflict over control of the Tiber
River. After several wars and skirmishes, in 351
BC southern Italy was annexed to Rome. One full
generation had been involved in the 14 wars in
southern Italy. During this period, tribes from
Gaul and Germany had infiltrated down through
the Alps and had settled as far south as the Po
River. These people are described as tall,
handsome, relishing war, but fighting with little
armor. These are the Gauls who besieged Rome
and were paid off with 1,000 pounds of gold.

In about 300 BC, the Romans finally managed to
put together a semblance of order among the
tribes; and the united tribes pushed the Gauls back
behind the Po River. Rome was now master of
Italy and the seas from Gaul to Greece.

Still not satisfied, Rome gave the Greeks the
choice between entering into an alliance or
fighting it out. Some of the city-states in Greece
accepted Roman domination, but others held out.
The holdouts enlisted the aid of Pyrrhus, an Italian
king who was not a Roman. He was made general
of the Greek resistance forces. In 280 BC, Pyrrhus
defeated the Romans at Heraclea; but he lost so
many soldiers in the battles that he was unable to
follow up his victory. Itis from this historical
event that we get the term "Pyrrhic victory".

Pyrrhus released 2,000 Roman prisoners of war
and offered peace. The Senate was about to make

terms, but Appius Claudius persuaded the Senate
not to make peace with a foreign army on Italian
soil. The 2,000 prisoners were sent back to
Pyrrhus, and the war was resumed. Pyrrhus won
another victory in Italy, then he became disgusted
by the laziness and cowardice of his allies. He
sailed to Sicily at the time the Carthaginians were
besieging Syracuse, so he was not welcomed there
either. He sailed back to Italy a few months later,
and lost a battle to the Romans at Regentum. This
was the first victory of the Roman maniples over
the Greek phalanxes and began a new chapter in
the history of military tactics.

The total conquest of Italy was followed by
immediate expansion of Roman control to
colonies. Colonies served the purpose of relieving
unemployment, reduced population pressure, and
quieted class strife. The colonies serves as
garrisons in remote places and were an extended
line of defense for Rome. The colonies provided
outposts and outlets for Roman trade, and
additional food was raised for the capital. The
peninsula was multi-lingual, but the Latin
language spread as Italy was forged into a united
state.

While Rome was consolidating her gains, a great
power, older and richer than Rome, was closing
the Romans off from the western Mediterranean
areas of Corsica, Sardinia, Sicily, Africa, and
Spain. This power was Carthage, the ancient
Phoenician civilization, and they were harassing
Roman shipping from Tyre and Sidon to the
Guadalquivir River.

The city of Carthage was near the modern Tunis.
The Latins had given the name "Africa" to the
region around Carthage and Utica, and they called
the population there "Poeni", the Phoenicians.
The Phoenicians had originated on the eastern
Mediterranean coast, around Tyre and Sidon, and
were Semites - sons of Shem. (Tyre had been
besieged by Shalmanezer, Nebuchadnezzar, and
Alexander). They were similar in features to the
Jews, and their language had many similarities to
Hebrew. They were very wealthy and lived well,
adopting the Greek style of dress and building
modern and expensive homes and temples.
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Greek and Roman historians did not have much
praise for the Carthaginians, considering them
mercenary and dishonest. (But the historian
Plutarch was a Greek, and the historian Polybius
was a friend of Scipio Africanus, who burned
Carthage; so there may have been some bias in this
reporting.)

The Phoenicians migrated to North Africa under
pressure from the great empires of Asia, the
Assyrians, the Babylonians, and the Greeks. They
were great trading people, sailing immense cargo
galley ships from Asia to Britain. They did not
stop at the pillars of Hercules (Gibraltar) but sailed
as far as 2,500 miles down the coast of Africa.

The rich merchants provided funds for a large
army and navy which transformed Carthage from a
trading post into a great empire.

Carthage was expanding right to the borders of
Rome (the western half of Sicily). This expansion
added to its wealth the gold of Spain as well as its
iron, copper, and silver. The income of Carthage
at its peak was twelve times that of Athens. The
gods of Carthage were Baal-Haman to whom child
sacrifices were offered. Their religions had the
worst features of the Canaanite worship. God
eventually allowed great devastation to be brought
upon Carthage at the hands of the Romans.

The First Punic War (264 B.C.)

The First Punic War was fought at sea, where the
Carthaginians had the advantage of being great
seamen. The wealthy citizens of Rome, however,
put together an army of 60,000 men and 200 ships
with their own money. The dry land soldiers
practiced long and hard to learn how to row the
huge quinquiremes (five ranks of oars on each
wide) and to conduct combat aboard ship. The
Carthaginians were resting in the successes of
Hamilcar Barca and did no building up of their
forces. The Roman armada, sailing secretly,
defeated the Carthaginian fleet at the Aegadian
Islands off the west coast of Sicily. Carthage was
forced to sue for peace and paid a heavy money
payment to Rome.

Interbellum

Rome was near bankruptcy, in spite of the
payments from Carthage. Currency was debased
more than 90%. Carthage, meanwhile, was set up
to be destroyed by its own greed, and its internal
striving and civil wars gave Rome time to gather
strength.

The rulers of Carthage withheld for some time the
pay of the mercenaries which served under
Hamilcar Barca. The soldiers poured into the city
demanding money. Carthage's subject people,
taxed beyond endurance during the war, joined the
uprising. The women of Libya sold their jewelry
to finance revolution. Twenty thousand
mercenaries and rebels laid siege to Carthage,
which had few soldiers to defend it. The rich
merchants appealed to Hamilcar; and he organized
and trained an army of 10,000 and raised the siege
of Carthage.

The defeated mercenaries and rebels retreated into
the mountains. They broke the legs and cut off the
hands of 700 prisoners, then threw them into a
mass grave and buried them alive. But Hamilcar
maneuvered 40,000 rebels into a box canyon and
slowly starved them until they tried to fight their
way out and were cut to pieces.

When this internal conflict was over, Carthage
discovered that Rome had occupied Sardinia, a
Carthaginian island. When Carthage protested,
Rome declared war. In no position to fight,
Carthage bought peace with an indemnity of 1200
talents of gold and gave the islands of Sardinia and
Corsica to Rome.

During the last quarter of the Third Century B.C.
(c. 225 B.C.), Hamilcar Barca took a small
Carthaginian army into Spain to set up a foothold
in Europe. He recaptured some of the cities he
had lost before, he built up an army of Spanish
citizens, and he began what became a vigorous
push for Carthage into new territories. Rome
tolerated this conquest of Spain partly because of
having been distracted by class strife at home and
her own expansionist activities in the Adriatic Sea
and trying to clear that area of pirates. Also,
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Rome was at war with the Gauls (again) so could
not concentrate on Spain.

Hamilcar was Killed leading a charge against a
Spanish tribe, so he was succeeded in command
by his son-in-law Hasdrubal ("He whose help is
Baal™) who governed wisely for the eight years
from 229 to 221 BC, winning cooperation of
Spaniards and building the fabulous silver mines
near the city of New Carthage, the Spanish city
now named Cartagena. In the Carthaginian high
command were also Hamilcar's sons Hasdrubal
(same name as the son-in-law), Mago, and
Hannibal ("The grace of Baal"). Hasdrubal was
assassinated in 221 BC, and Hannibal was elected
by the army to be commander.

In 225 BC, an army of Gauls swept down the
Italian peninsula toward Rome. They had 50,000
foot soldiers and 20,000 horse. The Roman
legions met the invaders near Telamon, killing
40,000 and taking 10,000 prisoners. They
marched on to subjugate (‘put under the yoke™)
Cisalpine Gaul ("Gaul on the near side of the
Alps™). Protective Roman colonies were placed at
Placentia and Cremona. This was a great victory
for Rome, but it had some bad side effects - now
the Gauls wanted to get back at Rome more than
ever. And Hannibal saw a great opportunity to
enter Gaul from Spain (across the Pyrenees), raise
an army of Gallic allies, cross the Alps and crush
Italy.

Hannibal

[ from The Story of Civilization, Vol. 111, Caesar
and Christ, by Will Durant ]

Hannibal was now twenty-eight years old...and
had received a soldier's training through nineteen
years in camp. He had disciplined his body to
hardship, his appetite to moderation, his tongue to
silence, his thought to objectivity. He was "the
first to enter the battle, and the last to abandon the
field", according to Livy...The Romans accused
him of avarice, cruelty, and treachery, for he
honored no scruples in seizing supplies for his
troops, punished disloyalty severely...Yet we find
him often merciful, always chivalrous. The
Romans could not readily forgive him for winning

battles with his brains rather than with the lives of
his men...Hannibal led his troops north...and then
struck eastward into the Alps. Celtic tribes had
crossed those ranges before him...but he had
difficulty getting his elephants through narrow or
precipitous passages. After a climb of nine days,
he reached the summit and found it covered with
snow...His army of 59,000 was reduced to 26,000
by the time he reached the plains of Italy, so great
were the hardships. Fortunately, he was
welcomed as a liberator by the Cisalpine Gauls,
who joined him as allies. The Roman settlers fled
southward across the Po River.

Rome mobilized all its resources and called upon
all the states in Italy to defend the land. The
Romans raised an army of 300,000 foot, 14,000
horse, and 456,000 reserves. Hannibal won two
battles in North Italy, but he knew he was still
outnumbered 10 to 1. He failed to persuade the
Italian states to join him, and his Gallic "allies"
were losing heart. The Romans attacked Hannibal
at Cannae with 80,000 infantry, and 6000 cavalry.
Hannibal had 19,000 Carthaginian and Spanish
veterans, 16,000 unreliable Gauls, and 10,000
horse. He placed the Gauls at his center,
expecting them to give way, which they did.
When the Romans followed them into the pocket,
his veterans closed in on the Roman flanks and the
cavalry attacked from behind. The Romans lost
all chance of maneuvering, and 44,000 fell in one
day's battle, including eighty senators who had
enlisted as soldiers. This battle ended the days of
Roman reliance upon infantry and set the lines of
military tactics for two thousand years.

Hannibal's defeat of the Roman legions at Cannae
shattered Rome's hold on the southern Italian
states. Several joined Hannibal, and Carthage sent
some reinforcements and supplied. For a month,
the city of Rome was hysterical in terror. The
class war ceased, and all citizens rushed to the aid
of the state. Every male who could carry weapons
was enlisted and served voluntarily without pay.
Rome settled in for a defense against the Lion of
Carthage.

But Hannibal did not come! His 40,000 were too
small a force against a city to whose defense
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would come many armies on a moment's notice. If
he took Rome, how could he hold it? Hannibal
decided to wait until Carthage, Greece (Macedon),
and Syracuse could unite with him in an offensive
that would retake Sicily, Sardinia, Corsica, and
Illyria. He released all but a few of the Roman
captives and took his troops to winter in Capua.

After a winter of relaxation and pleasure in one of
the vice capitals of the world, Hannibal's soldiers
were never again the invincible troops which had
borne so much hardship. During the next five
years Hannibal led them to some minor successes,
using Capua as his HQ. The Romans besieged this
city with 200,000 legionnaires, and Hannibal was
forced to retire to the south of Italy.

Meanwhile, a Roman army had been sent to Spain
to keep Hasdrubal, Hannibal's brother, occupied.
Hasdrubal was defeated at the Ebro River, but the
Romans lost their gains when their leaders were
killed. Hasdrubal's main force escaped, crossed the
Pyrenees into Gaul and the Alps into Italy. He
sent a message to Hannibal with his plans for
reinforcing him, but the message was intercepted
by the Romans. Despite his excellent generalship,
Hasdrubal was defeated by the Romans before he
could reach Hannibal. Hasdrubal went to his
death in combat rather than face imprisonment and
disgrace by the Romans.

In 205 B.C. a new Roman army was raised, sailed
for Africa, and attacked Carthage. The
Carthaginians appealed to Hannibal to come to

History I, Lesson 6 Questions

Instructions

their aid. Imagine the feelings of this half-blind
warrior, driven into a corner of Italy by an endless
stream of enemies, seeing all his toil and hardship
of fifteen years brought to nothing, and all his
triumphs wasted. Half his troops refused to leave
Italy with him. He landed near Carthage, hastily
formed a new army, and went out to face Scipio
Africanus at Zama, fifty miles south of Carthage
(202 B.C)).

The two generals met in courteous interview,
found agreement impossible, and joined battle.
For the first time in his life, Hannibal was
defeated. More than 20,000 Carthaginians were
left dead on the field. Hannibal attacked Scipio in
personal combat, wounding him. He attacked the
leader of the Numidian cavalry, Masinissa,
reformed his disorganized forces again and again,
and led them in desperate countercharges. Seeing
conditions hopeless, Hannibal fled to Carthage and
advised the Senate there to sue for peace. Rome
settled with Carthage on the following terms:

* Carthage was allowed to retain her African
empire

* She was to surrender all war vessels except ten
triremes

* She was not to make war against anyone outside
Rome or within it without Rome's consent

* She was to pay Rome $720,000 per year for
fifty years

The following questions relate to your study of this lesson.

Respond to the questions as required.

You have choices about sending the quiz back to Grace Notes.

o If you received an email file containing the questions, you can use the REPLY feature of your e-
mail application to open the file. Enter your responses in the reply message. Then SEND the

message to Grace Notes.

e You can enter your answers on these pages, then send the whole file back to Grace Notes as a
file attachment. This is handy, but these lessons will average 100K to 200K in size. As an

alternative,
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e After you answer the questions here, copy and paste the whole list of questions into a new MS
Word document; then, send the new file to Grace Notes as an attachment. The new file will, of
course, be much smaller than this main file.

¢ Finally, you can print the Quiz pages on your printer and send your response back to Grace
Notes in the regular mail. If you do this, send the mail to:
6race Notes
% Warren Doud
1705 Aggie Lane
Austin, Texas 78757 USA

Whichever transmission method you use, when Grace Notes receives your response, we will send you
the next lesson in the series.

Questions on History I, Lesson 6

1. Inthe 5™ Century BC, the towns around Rome organized themselves into the Latin League for
the purpose of

Answer:

2. The city of Rome is on the River.

Answer:

3. The Ttalian general defeated the Romans in 280 BC.
Answer:

4. Where was the city of Carthage located?
Answer:

5. The First Punic War was won by
Answer:

6. It was , Hannibal's father, who raised an army and saved Carthage from
rebel forces.

Answer:

7. The large island near Italy that Rome fook over from the Carthaginians was [A. Crete; B. Sicily;
C. Sardinia; D. Cyprus]

Answer:

8. The term "Cisalpine Gaul" means
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Answer:

9. One of Hannibal's greatest victories was in Italy at the Battle of
Answer:

10. Hannibal was finally defeated, in North Africa, by Roman armies led by
Answer:

End of Quiz




