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Instructions for Completing the Lesson 
Begin each study session with prayer. It is the Holy Spirit who makes spiritual things discernable to 
Christians, so it is essential to be in fellowship with the Lord during Bible study. 

Instructions 

1. Read the lesson notes carefully. 

2. Look up and study each passage of the Bible that is mentioned. 

3. Complete the answers to the Questions and send your response to Grace Notes.  
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THE ROMAN EMPIRE (continued) 

The Conquest of Gaul 

Caesar had himself appointed governor of 
Cisalpine and Transalpine Gaul in 58 B.C., and he 
shortly took up his duties there.  The Germans had 
moved across the Rhine River into Gaul for the 
past 20 years, settling in Flanders and other 
northern areas.  During the same period, Helvetii, 
from Geneva, some 400,000 strong, were moving 
west through territory now governed by Caesar.  
The German tribes were in motion, the whole line 
of the Rhine was threatened, and Caesar's job was 
no less than to save Rome from invasion by 
establishing Gaul as a buffer zone. 
Caesar equipped four extra legions at his own 
expense (illegally). Deputations from many Gallic 
tribes asked him for help, and he declared war 
against the Germans and Helvetii.  He met the 
Helvetians near modern Autun, winning by a 
narrow margin.  He gave them safe passage back 
to their homelands (in Switzerland).  He fought the 
Germani, under Ariovistus, at Ostheim (10 miles 
west of the Rhine, 160 miles south of Cologne), 
killing or capturing almost all of them. 
Caesar began the reorganization of Gaul under 
Roman authority, but northern Gauls and Belgae 
united to attack in the area north of the Seine and 
Rhine rivers.  They were defeated as were a 
succession of various rebelling tribes. 
Caesar had to return to Northern Italy to replenish 
the legions and to work with Pompey and Crassus 
on political affairs.  But the Germans began 
coming back across the Rhine.  In 55 B.C., Caesar 
again defeated the Germans and drove them across 
the Rhine.  Caesar invaded Britain, reached the 
Thames River, and exacted tribute from the tribes 
there. 
In early 52 B.C., Caesar received word that the 
Gaul Vercingetorix was lining up nationalistic 
tribes in rebellion.  Caesar's legions fought several 
battles against the Gauls (at Bourges, Orleans, 
etc.) which took a steady toll of his men and 
supplies.  He found his fortunes at a low ebb. He 
staked everything on a siege of Alesia (modern 

Alise Ste. Reine), where Vercingetorix had 30,000 
troops.  Caesar surrounded the town with about as 
many soldiers.  But he got word that there were at 
least 250,000 Gauls coming from the north to 
Vercingetorix' relief. 
Caesar threw up walls in front of and behind his 
positions.  For a week the Gauls threw themselves 
against the walls in vain charges.  The outside 
attackers ran out of supplies and weapons just as 
the Romans had reached the end of their stores.  
The Gauls left the field, and the starving city sent 
Vercingetorix out to sue for peace.  Caesar took 
him captive and placed him in a cage to display at 
his triumph in Rome.  The fate of Gaul was 
decided, and the character of the French 
civilization was set. Territory twice the size of 
Italy was added to the Roman Empire, and 
5,000,000 people became Rome's customers.  Gaul 
provided a buffer against the Germans for four 
centuries. 

THE PRINCIPATE, 30 B.C. TO 192 A.D. 

After the assassination of Julius Caesar in 44 B.C., 
Mark Antony (Caesar's chief lieutenant), Octavian 
(Caesar's 18 year old nephew), and Lepidus 
(governor of Spain), formed a triumvirate to 
avenge the death of Caesar and to continue his 
policies.  They hunted down the leaders of the 
Senate, including Cicero.  While he had no part in 
the killing of Caesar, the triumvirs feared his 
oratorical and literary brilliance and wanted him 
out of the way.  Three hundred senators and 2,000 
equestrians (middle class government officials and 
merchants) were condemned to death.  Brutus and 
Cassius, the actual leaders of the plot to kill 
Caesar, fled east to raise an army and fight the 
triumvirs for control of Rome. 
Antony and Octavian defeated the legions of 
Brutus and Cassius at Philippi, and the Empire 
was divided between Lepidus (Africa), Antony 
(the East), and Octavian (Italy and the West).  
There was the inevitable power struggle among 
the triumvirs, and Octavian defeated Lepidus in 
Africa and took over. 
Octavian could not attack Mark Antony directly 
because Antony had been a close associate of 
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Caesar.   But Antony fell under the control of 
Cleopatra.  Octavian was then able to declare that 
Antony had become Cleopatra's puppet and that 
she was conspiring to overthrow the government 
of Rome for herself.  The tactic worked.  Rome 
and its Italian allies pledged support to Octavian, 
and Antony was defeated in the naval battle of 
Actium.  Octavian was now master of the 
Mediterranean world. 
Octavian was careful not to appear to be taking 
over.  He resigned all his offices and returned the 
power of the state to the Senate and to the people 
of Rome.  However, the Senate refused to allow 
Octavian to resign, instead naming him Augustus, 

a religious title indicating that its possessor has 
superhuman powers.  As Augustus, Octavian 
commanded the Roman armies and navy, 
controlled public funds, and ruled the Roman 
provinces.  But Octavian never assumed the title 
of Emperor (imperator = dictator).  He called 
himself Princeps, or "first citizen" of the state, an 
equal among equals. Augustus and his successors 
actually exercised the powers of emperors, but 
they technically did not claim the title.  Hence, the 
Roman state was known as the Principate until 
about 284 A.D. 
 

History I, Lesson 7 Questions 
Instructions 
The following questions relate to your study of this lesson. 
Respond to the questions as required. 
You have choices about sending the quiz back to Grace Notes. 
• If you received an email file containing the questions, you can use the REPLY feature of your e-

mail application to open the file. Enter your responses in the reply message. Then SEND the 
message to Grace Notes. 

• You can enter your answers on these pages, then send the whole file back to Grace Notes as a 
file attachment. This is handy, but these lessons will average 100K to 200K in size. As an 
alternative, 

• After you answer the questions here, copy and paste the whole list of questions into a new MS 
Word document; then, send the new file to Grace Notes as an attachment. The new file will, of 
course, be much smaller than this main file. 

• Finally, you can print the Quiz pages on your printer and send your response back to Grace 
Notes in the regular mail. If you do this, send the mail to: 
Grace Notes 
% Warren Doud 
1705 Aggie Lane 
Austin, Texas  78757  USA 

Whichever transmission method you use, when Grace Notes receives your response, we will send you 
the next lesson in the series. 
========== 

Questions on History I, Lesson 7 
1.  _______________ began the reorganization of Gaul under Roman authority. 
Answer: 
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2.  The leaders of the Gauls, ______________, led the Gauls in rebellion, but was defeated by 
Julius Caesar at the battle of Alesia. 
Answer: 
 
3.  After Julius Caesar’s assassination, ______________ became the dictator of Rome. 
Answer: 
 
4.  Octavian defeated Marc Antony in the naval battle of ___________. 
Answer: 
 
5.  Marc Antony had conspired with ____________, the queen of ____________, to overthrow 
the government of Rome. 
Answer: 
6.  Octavian was renamed ______________ by the Roman Senate. 
Answer: 
 
7.  The term “princeps” means _______________. 
Answer:   
 
End of Quiz 
 


