
 
 

 

Separation 
The Christian Believer in the World System 

 
The ability to stand alone for that which is right is 
one of the truest signs of maturity in the Christian 
life.  It is the sign that one has openly identified 
himself with a superior way of life - with the per-
son of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
When a person takes a stand, he is saying to oth-
ers that he has something worth standing for.  
This type of commitment attracts followers and is 
one of the primary characteristics of a good leader. 
One of the strongest pressures against being true 
to the Word of God comes from friends who have 
compromised their own standards or who have 
rejected Christ's standards in some way.  The most 
serious consequence of not taking a stand is that 
the Word of God is not upheld by the believer's 
testimony.  The Bible has a great deal to say about 
the believer's obligation to separate from people 
who knowingly and willfully disobey the Lord. 

Separate yourself from those who are doctri-
nally disorderly. 

I Tim. 6:3-5.  "If any man teach otherwise, and 
consent not to wholesome words, even the 
words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doc-
trine which is according to godliness:He is 
proud, knowing nothing, but doting about 
questions and strifes of words, whereof cometh 
envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings, Perverse 
disputings of men of corrupt minds, and desti-
tute of the truth, supposing that gain is godli-
ness; from such withdraw thyself." 
II Tim 3:1-5. "This know also, that in the last 
days perilous times shall come.  For men shall 
be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boast-
ers, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to par-
ents, unthankful, unholy, Without natural af-
fection, truce breakers, false accusers, inconti-
nent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, 
traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleas-
ures more than lovers of God; Having a form 
of godliness, but denying the power thereof: 
from such turn away." 

Avoid those who cause divisions and offense. 
Romans 16:17,18.  "Now I beseech you breth-
ren, mark them which cause divisions and of-
fences contrary to the doctrine which ye have 
learned; and avoid them.  For they that are 

such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their 
own belly; and by good words and fair 
speeches deceive the hearts of the simple."  

Separate from the world. 
John 15:19  "If ye were of the world, the world 
would love his own:  but because ye are not of 
the world, but I have chosen you out of the 
world, therefore the world hateth you." 

Separate from the works of darkness. 
Eph. 5:11,12  "And have no fellowship with the 
unfruitful works of darkness, but rather re-
prove them.  For it is a shame even to speak of 
those things which are done of them in secret."   

Separate from Christians walking disorderly. 
II Thess. 3:6  "Now we command you, breth-
ren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
ye withdraw yourselves from every brother 
that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradi-
tion which he received of us." 

Those who would not repent were excommu-
nicated. 

Matt. 18:15-17  "Moreoever if thy brother shall 
trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault 
between thee and him alone: if he shall hear 
thee, thou hast gained thy brother.  But if he 
will not hear thee, then take with thee one or 
two more, that in the mouth of two or three 
witnesses every word may be established.  
And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto 
the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, 
let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a 
publican." 
Titus 3:9–11  "But avoid foolish questions, and 
genealogies, and contentions, and strivings 
about the law; for they are unprofitable and 
vain.  A man that is an heretic after the first 
and second admonition reject; Knowing that he 
that is such is subverted, and sinneth, being 
condemned of himself."    

Separate from false teachers. 
II John v. 10  "If there come any unto you, and 
bring not this doctrine, receive him not into 
your house, neither bid him God speed:" 
 Col. 2:8  "Beware lest any man spoil you 
through philosophy and vain deceit, after the 
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tradition of men, after the rudiments of the 
world, and not after Christ." 
Prov. 19:27  "Cease, my son, to hear the instruc-
tion that causeth to err from the words of 
knowledge." 
Prov. 14:6-8  "A scorner seeketh wisdom, and 
findeth it not: but knowledge is easy unto him 
that understandeth.  Go from the presence of a 
foolish man, when thou perceivest not in him 
the lips of knowledge.  The wisdom of the 
prudent is to understand his way: but the folly 
of fools is deceit." 
Psalm 1:1.  "Blessed is the man that walketh not 
in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in 
the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the 
scornful.  But his delight is in the law of the 
Lord; and in his law doth he meditate day and 
night." 

Separate from the sinful activities of the unbe-
liever. 

1 Cor. 5:9-11 
I Kings 11:12 
II Cor. 6:14 
II Chron. 19:2 
Heb. 13:13  
Ex. 34:12 
I Pet. 4:1-5 
Prov. 1:10-19; 4:14; 24:1 
Num. 33:55 

The Christian's main goals in life should be occu-
pation with the Lord Jesus Christ, conformity to 
His image, and fulfilling the Plan of God for his 
life.  The believer must make careful decisions 
about his purpose in life.  Then, he must compare 
every activity in his life with his goals to see 
whether the activity helps or hinders him in reach-
ing the goals.  

The following notes provide examples of the uses 
of the word  αφοριζω (separation) in the Bible: 
Matt. 13:49-51, the wicked are separated from the 
righteous at the final judgment. 
Matt. 25:31-46, the sheep are separated from the 
goats. 
Are you one of the righteous? How do you know?  
Can you explain to a friend how he can be one of 
the sheep instead of one of the goats? 
Luke. 6:22, the righteous man is ostracized by the 
worldly. 
Acts  13:2, Barnabas and Saul (Paul) were sepa-
rated to the work of the ministry. 
2 Cor. 6:17, "touch not the unclean thing." 
Gal. 1:15, Paul separated from his mother's womb. 
Gal. 2:12, Peter wrongfully separated himself from 
Gentiles for fear of the opinion of the Jews. 
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