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Foreword

These studies in the Gospel of Mark have been compiled and written by Rev. Daniel
Hill, PhD, pastor of Southwood Bible Church of Tulsa, Oklahoma. He has graciously
provided his notes so that they can be made available by E-mail and on the World Wide
Web.

After graduating from high school in Scottsdale, Arizona, Dan Hill served in the United
States Navy. Upon receiving his honorable discharge in 1965 he attended Arizona State
University where he received a degree in Speech and History. Dan and his wife Patricia
were married in 1970. Pat is also a graduate of Arizona State University and is the
Executive Administrator for Village Missions International, which has its headquarters
in Tulsa, Oklahoma.

Following three years of teaching in the public schools, Dr. Hill enrolled at Dallas
Theological Seminary where he received his Masters degree in Theology in 1976.
During that time he also was working on research that earned him a Doctorate from the
California Graduate School of Theology in 1977.

Dr. Hill pastored Grace Bible Church in Prescott, Arizona for three years, then returned
to Phoenix where he was the Bible editor for Alpha Omega Publications and assistant
pastor of West Side Bible Church. In 1987, the Hills moved to Hope, Arkansas where
Dr. Hill served as pastor of Hope Community Church. In 1990, Dr. Hill accepted his
present pastorate at Southwood Bible Church in Tulsa.

Grace Notes never charges any fee or tuition for Bible study materials. There is certainly a cost involved,
but we don’t want anyone to hesitate to request materials because of inability to pay. The work is
supported by Christians who pray for this effort and share in the expenses.

The course is sent to you one lesson at a time, and there is a Quiz with each lesson. When you finish
studying Lesson 1, for example, you will complete the Quiz and send it back to Grace Notes. Then, we
will send you Lesson 2. This will continue until you have submitted the Quiz for the final lesson in the
course.

When we receive your complete quiz for the last lesson, we will send you a Final Exam, which will be a
Quiz covering the content of the whole course. When you return the Final Exam, we will send you a
Certificate of Completion.

This course is part of a larger Unit of work, and the Units are part of an overall Bible Study Curriculum
which leads to a Diploma of Biblical Studies.

A Unit consists of several courses consisting of 15 to 18 credits of work. The amount of material in a Unit
is roughly equivalent what you would find in one semester’s study at a Bible school.

As an example, the Grace Notes courses for Unit I are: Ruth (3 credits); Titus (3 credits); Foundations I
(Equip) (2 credits); Doctrine I (3 credits); History I (2 credits); and an elective course (3 credits); for a
total of 16 credits.

A Certificate of Completion is awarded for each course you complete. Grace Notes will send you the
certificate when you submit the Quiz for the final lesson in the course.

An Award for Achievement will be awarded for the completion of a Unit.




And, a Diploma in Biblical Studies will be awarded to a person who completes Units I, IL, III, and IV,
equivalent to the amount of material in two years of Bible school study.

Grace Notes address: % Warren Doud, 1705 Aggie Lane, Austin, Texas 78757
Telephone: 512-458-8923

Email address: <wdoud@bga.com>

Instructions for Completing the Lessons

There are sixteen (16) lessons in the MARK course curriculum, one lesson for each chapter.. There will be
questions in the Quiz for each lesson on the topics that are named here.

Begin each study session with prayer. It is the Holy Spirit who makes spiritual things discernable to
Christians, so it is essential to be in fellowship with the Lord during Bible study.

Instructions
Read the introduction to the study of Mark.

Study the Mark chapter for this lesson, by reading the verses and studying the notes. Be sure to read any
other Bible passages that are called out in the notes.

Before taking the Quiz, Review all of the notes in the Mark lesson.

Go to the Quiz page and follow the instructions to complete all the questions on the quiz. The quiz is
“open book”. You may refer to all the notes and to the Bible when you take the test. But you should not
get help from another person.

When you have completed the Quiz, be sure to SAVE your file. If your quiz file is lost, and that can
happen at Grace Notes as well, you will want to be able to reproduce your work.

To send the Quiz back to Grace Notes, follow the instructions on the Quiz page.




Mark Lesson 1

Introduction

The four Gospels paint for us a portrait of our
Savior. To Matthew our Lord was the King of the
line of David, the Son of David. To Luke He was
the Perfect man, the Son of Man. To John He was
the Divine Son of God and the Mark the Lord
Jesus Christ was the obedient servant.

The Gospel of Mark is the shortest of the four
Gospels and deals mostly with the ministry of
Christ.

Matthew spent considerable time relating the
Savior to Israel and John's emphasis was to show
the Church at the end of the First century a
portrait of Christ. Dr. Luke, the beloved physician,
spent much of His Gospel writing about the
unique virgin birth of our Savior and the miracles
of healing accomplished by our Savior.

Mark portrays Christ as a servant who came to
minister and save mankind.

MAJOR THEME: The Ruler who came to Serve. ..
The Servant who will come to Rule.

Outline
The Sixteen Chapters of Mark fall into in Four

Divisions:

The Servant's Coming: (Mark 1:1-13)

The Servant's Work: (Mark 1:14 through 13:37)
The Servant's Death: (Mark 14:1 through 15:47)
The Servant's Resurrection: - (Mark 16:1-20)

Mark, the Human Writer

Mark is referred to in the Bible as Mark, John
Mark, Marcus

He was raised in Jerusalem in a wealthy and
formal Jewish setting. His mother was one of the
Marys referred to in the Bible.

He went first with Paul and Barnabas on Paul's
first missionary journey. But in Perga he became
afraid of the robber barons and deserted them
going back home.

Many Christians come under chastisement and
testing and do not have the personal faith in
Christ that helps them cope with this. Mark

eventually ended up traveling with Peter and
became to Peter what Luke was to Paul, an aide-
de-camp, or right-hand man, executive officer.

Hence, much of what we read in Mark is a
compilation of Peter's sermons.

Mark was eventually sent to Alexandria North
Africa by Peter and there is given the highest
honor. He was martyred for his faith.

We can find a great principle in the life of Mark.
He was rejected by Paul because he had failed in
faith, but he did not hold a grudge although Paul,
for a while, did!

Acts 15:36-40 is the scene of the great
disagreement and Paul’s unforgiving attitude.

He took the rebuke and accepted Paul's attitude
towards him although Paul was wrong. He didn't
whine or pout, he moved on to maturity in
doctrine.

Eventually Paul even reconsidered his attitude
towards Mark and in Colossians 4:10 and in 2 Tim
4:11 compliments him and commends him to the
Church.

The Setting and Destination

Mark is writing from Rome and writing to Gentile
Believers, mostly Romans. An interesting paradox
is that in writing to Romans who valued strength
so highly, he portrays Christ as a servant.

But here is Jesus Christ, God himself who
possesses all authority, sovereignty, and strength -
who is strong enough to become a servant. The
ruler who serves -

Illustration

It is said that Henry IV, king of France, was
visiting a certain village one day with some
members of his court when they approached a
very poor man who bowed himself completely to
the ground. The monarch responded by doing the
same thing. Those with him were astonished.
When one of them asked why he condescended to
return the salutation in the same manner, Henry
IV quickly replied, Would your king be excelled in
politeness by one of the most lowly of his
subjects?
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Mark Lesson 1

Chapter 1

Mark 1:1

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ,
the Son of God;

This is like the title to the entire Gospel:

Most manuscripts do not include the title Son of
God, not because it would be incorrect but
because Mark will reserve the privilege of this title
to be bestowed by God the Father in Mark 1:11

“Gospel” in the Greek [EUANGELLOS] is the
word that becomes EVANGELISM in English. It
means a good message or good news. It was used
in secular Greek for the royal dispatches of the
king.

This GOOD NEWS belongs to Jesus Christ, He is
the one who secured the Gospel for mankind.

Jesus Christ

This is both a name and a title, a fulfillment of
prophecies and promises, and a look to future
prophecies.

JESUS is the Greek transliteration of Hebrew
name JOSHUA which means: Jehovah is
Salvation.

It is the Savior’s personal name and was given by
prophecy from God to Joseph in Matthew 1:21.

It was a common name given to an uncommon
person. While others had and even today in
Spanish speaking countries have this personal
name, there is only one who is truly Jehovah the
Savior.

“Christ” is the Greek CHRISTOS ” and is
translated from the Hebrew word Messiah or
anointed one. The Messiah or Christ is the one
who would deliver Israel from her enemies.

This title presents the Savior as:

1. True Humanity: He has a human name,
Joshua/Jesus

2. Deity: He is the promised Messiah, the Christ

3. Uniqueness: He is humanity and deity in one
person

4. And He is the possessor of Good News

Here is something else interesting, almost
paradoxical in Mark. Remember that Mark
presents Christ as a Servant. Thus, there is no
genealogy as we find in Matthew and in Luke. A
servant doesn’t need a genealogy. But here the
Servant has something that is normally only
associated with royalty - a herald to announce his
coming.

Two Reasons for this:

1. Mark is going to tell us what happens to John
the Baptizer in this Gospel so he introduces him at
this point

2. Mark knows the end of the story and that by
the last chapters Jesus Christ the Servant will be
called the "Kinge of Israel” on five® occasions.

So he is setting the stage for the Ruler who Serves

Mark 1:2

As it is written in Isaiah the prophet: Behold,
I send my messenger ahead of you, who will
prepare your way;
The prophecy concerns the ministry of John the
Baptizer:

Mark refers to Isaiah, the major writing prophet of
the Old Testament, and quotes both Isaiah 40:3
and Malachi 3:1

Isaiah 40:3, The voice of him that crieth in
the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the
LORD, make straight in the desert a
highway for our God.

Malachi 3:1, Behold, I will send my
messenger, and he shall prepare the way
before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek,
shall suddenly come to his temple, even the
messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight
in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of
hosts.

Mark combines these two prophecies into the
statement in this verse.

This verse tells us about John the man, his
method, his message:

1. The man John was an appointed messenger, a
herald of Jesus Christ. He announced Jesus Christ
as a herald would announce a king.
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Mark Lesson 1

2. His method was to go to the desert and cry out.
A public ministry in which the public came to
him.

3. His message: Prepare ye the way of the Lord,
make straight his paths.

In Galatians 4:4 we find that the coming of Christ,
heralded by John the Baptist, occurred at the
perfect time, at the fullness of time. There has
never been nor will be a more perfect time for
Messiah to come - politically, economically,
linguistically, socially, in every way.

Spiritually, however, things then were not unlike
the situation today. Israel had fallen into a
tradition of dead orthodoxy with no life to their
religion. Legalism and ritual prevailed.

The Gentiles had fallen into a cynicism and
viewed spiritual values as folly, old tales and
myths -which they were for Greece and Rome.

Israel needed to be shocked out of their dead
tradition and the Gentiles needed the truth for a
change. Both would get what they needed for
revival from Jesus Christ.

Today, our society needs the same thing.
Rightfully many people are cynical regarding the
Church and its dead legalism and ritual - it need
the same thing Jesus brought to earth - the
TRUTH.

Mark 1:3

The voice of one crying in the wilderness,
make ready the way of the lord, make his
paths straight

Tells us of the three point method and message of
John.

A voice crying in the desert

Present tense — “kept on crying out with a loud
shout.”

The word “crying” is used to express strong
emotions and strong feelings. John inhabited the
desert and cried out with great emotion regarding
the Messiah who was coming.

The fact that John is referred to as a VOICE
indicates that the real issue is not the man, but the
message.

Prepare ye the way of the Lord:

An ancient custom is referred to in this statement.
It was the custom for a road crew to precede the
travels of a king. They would prepare the road, so
that the King would have a smooth surface on
which to travel.

“The Way” refers to a well traveled path or road:

The path that Christ would travel was well
traveled by the prophets, judges, priests, and
kings of the Old Testament. who foresaw his
coming and Cross.

Make straight His paths

This idiom means to shorten the distance and level
the way.

This looks at arriving at the objective, the goal in
the most expeditious manner.

Jesus Christ had a priority. and nothing, not even
the constant harassing of the opposition, would
distract him from the path he would travel.

Having presented the messenger, his method, and
his message, Mark now gives us information
about the ministry and the man, John the Baptizer.

Mark, who at one time had been rejected by Paul,
writes about another who was rejected, John the
herald of Jesus Christ.

John was out at the Jordan River preaching and
baptizing. The closest point of the Jordan River to
Jerusalem is about twenty miles - yet the people
came because that is where the Word was being
taught.

A Few Observations Regarding John's Ministry:
Four things John's ministry was not:

1. It was not a ministry of self but pointed to
another. Any ministry we have must point to
Jesus Christ. Whether it is a ministry of the Word,
or Prayer, or Helps, or Comfort, the objective, the
focal point must not be ourselves but Christ.

John was a herald, one who announced the Savior.
The apostle Paul would later tell the Corinthian
church regarding his ministry that

2 Corinthians 4:5 - we preach not ourselves,
but Christ Jesus the Lord.
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Even God the Holy Spirit, the third member of the
trinity, does not speak of himself:
John 16:13 Howbeit when the Spirit of truth,
is come, he will guide you into all truth: for
he shall not speak of himself; but

whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak:

and he will show you things to come.

2. John's ministry did not conform. This was a
time when institutional religion was at its zenith
in Judea. The Pharisees, the Sadducees, and
Rabbis were highly organized and had been
functioning according to a human standard for
nerly300 years. But their standard, their system,
their method, their purpose was false.

John did not do what every other minister did. He
did what God wanted him to do.

We are told that organized religion did not like
this. John 1:24,25 tells us that the religious leaders
traveled the twenty miles to see this preacher and
then criticized him because he did not conform.

3. John's ministry was not a ministry of
convenience: People had to travel more than 20
miles to get to the place were John was teaching
and baptizing.

4. John's ministry was not one of pleasant
platitudes but of power:

His message was of the coming Kingdom of God,
a kingdom that would come with power. He told
the people not what they wanted to hear but what
God wanted them to hear.

When the religious crowd came around we are
told:

Matthew 3:7 - he saw many of the Pharisees
and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said
unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath
warned you to flee from the wrath to come?

But what was John's ministry:

1. A ministry of prophecy (verses 2,3). John's
ministry was spoken of by the prophets 700 years
prior to Jesus' Day.

And he gave prophecy regarding the coming
Savior (verses 7,8)

2. A ministry of Preaching (verses 4 and 7): He

did not discuss, he did not philosophize, he
communicated truth.

3. A ministry of Repentance (verse 4): He knew
that his preaching must effect a change of mind.

4. A ministry of People (verse 5): His ministry
was not to ritual or rules or conventions, but to the
people who needed salvation.

5. A ministry of Proper Perspective (verse 7): He
realized he was nothing and that Christ was
everything. He had a mental attitude of humility.

6. A ministry of Power (verse 8): His ministry
pointed the way to the omnipotent Son of God
and the power of the Holy Spirit.

Your ministry, according to your spiritual gift and
your geographical location is the same ministry.

Prophecy: The Bible addresses the act that every
believer is equipped to ministry

Preaching: You ministry communicates either by
your lips or by your life. You communicate truth
in how you live.

Repentance: When you meet an unbeliever you
should have one thought in mind, bringing them
to a saving knowledge of Christ, to encourage
them to change their mind regarding Christ.

When you meet a believer who is not learning
Doctrine on a consistent basis, you should also
desire their repentance, their change of mind - to
get with God’s program.

People: No one is called to minister to the walls or
the rocks. God is in the business of Saving people
and we are to be about our Father's business.

Proper Perspective: We are nothing more than
servants to the Ruler who serve, Jesus Christ

Power: Not our power, not our ability, only our
availability and using the power that God has
provided. That alone will cut it in life.

Mark 1:4

John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness
preaching a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins.

Here is what he proclaimed or preached:

1. A baptism that belongs or goes along with or
attends repentance.

Repentance is METANOEW, to change the mind.
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This change of mind was demonstrated by those
who had already repented (changed their minds)
by baptism in the River Jordan by John

2. Second proclamation was looking at or with a
view towards the forgiveness of sins.

Elementary to forgiveness of sins is to recognize
that you are a sinner. For many of the religious
arrogant types in Judea that would be difficult,
they indeed thought that they were without sins.

Mark 1:5

And all the country of Judea was going out
to him, and all the people of Jerusalem; and
they were being baptized by him in the
Jordan River, confessing their sins.

The people came the 20+ miles to hear John and
they did change their minds and they were
forgiven of their sins, and they were baptized.

We are told here that they confessed their sins and
that word is a little different than the word we
have for confess in 1 John 1:9. There, the word
means to agree in words with God regarding your
sins.

Here the Greek word means to admit, face up to,
recognize that you are a sinner in need of
salvation.

This word and what these people were coming to
grips with is something that we need to face up to
today.

No amount of good deeds or works or religion can
eliminate the fact that we are sinners.

But Israel's religious leaders had rationalized their
sins, had minimized their culpability and rejected
responsibility for their own actions - much like
people today.

So what did God hit them with to shake them up,
to get them to realize the depravity of their
position of being lost? BAPTISM!

What we do not see in this passage is the
tremendous affront John's baptism was to these
people who came from Jerusalem to hear him.

BACKGROUND ON JOHN'S BAPTISM:

1. The idea of baptism was not completely new in
Israel although the way John used it was new.

2. As early as Genesis 35:2 we see Jacob
instructing his family to be cleansed before
returning to Bethel.

3. Cleansing by way of immersion in water
became one of the parts of the ritual for a
proselyte in Israel.

When an unbelieving Gentile believed in Jehovah
he would be ceremonially cleansed, similar to
baptism.

4. That was for the Gentile but here we have John
adding this cleansing, this baptism to his ministry.

He was approaching Israel as though they were
Gentiles in need of conversion.

How that must have shaken the sensibilities of
these Jews who traveled the miles to the Jordan to
hear this new preacher, just to have him tell them
they were no better than Gentile unbelievers.

BY WAY OF APPLICATION, what does God have
to put in front of us to shake us out of the error of
our thinking - a thinking that we are something
special and that God should be impressed with us.
What is it going to take?

Mark 1:6

John was clothed with camel's hair and wore
a leather belt around his waist, and his diet
was locusts and wild honey.

John's unusual dress and manner of life are
mentioned in this verse. In many ways the
ministry of John was similar to the ministry of
Elijah 800 years earlier. Both men of God
preached against the false religions of their days
and encouraged people to return to true faith in
Jehovah, the Lord Jesus Christ.

Basically, John looked like a mountain man and
lived like a mountain man.

Mark 1:7,8

And he was preaching, and saying, ""After
me One is coming who is mightier than I,
and I am not fit to stoop down and untie the
thong of His sandals.

I baptized you with water; but He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.
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The correct perspective and priority of his
ministry:

There cometh one mightier than I after me, the
latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to stoop
down and unloose. Iindeed have baptized you
with water: but he shall baptize you with the Holy
Spirit.

When in the King James Version you see the word
GHOST it is the same as the word SPIRIT and the
better translations have corrected this
mistranslation.

Here John mentions that real Baptism of the Holy
Spirit that occurs at the moment of salvation when
the Holy Spirit identifies us with Jesus Christ and
we are IN CHRIST.

John was ministering to people by pointing to
another, to Jesus Christ - this is the correct
perspective of any ministry.

Mark 1:9-11

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth in
Galilee and was baptized by John in the
Jordan.

Immediately coming up out of the water, He
saw the heavens opening, and the Spirit like
a dove descending upon Him;

And a voice came out of the heavens: You are
My beloved Son, in You I am well-pleased.

The Baptism of Jesus Christ: why was Jesus
Baptized?
1. The baptism of Jesus Christ had nothing to do

with sins because the innocent Son of God had no
sins.

2. The baptism of Jesus Christ identified the Son
of God with the plan of the heavenly Father.

A public attestation at the beginning of His public
ministry that he was about His Father's business.

3. This baptism also allowed the herald, John, to
announce the beginning of Jesus' public ministry.
It showed the people that this is the one John had
been preaching about.

4. In Jesus' three fold ministry of prophet, priest,
and king, a priest and a king had to be anointed at
the inception of their service.

As the only prophet of his day, John anointed the
Son of God for service as priest and king in the
waters of the Jordan.

MODE: Immersion: Going under the water Jesus
said Yes I will die for the sins of the human race.
Coming up out of the water he said Yes, I will be
raised from the dead to rule forever.

Therefore, the most important aspect of the
Baptism of Jesus is that, he was, as he did often,
identifying himself with the plan for our salvation.

The divine response is the most important
response:

Three things occurred:

1. The heavens rolled back: Greek word is
SCHIZO and the beginning and end of Christ's
earthly ministry was marked by a SCHIZO.

Here the Heavens are torn apart and when Jesus
died on the Cross the veil in the Temple was torn
apart from top to bottom (Mark 15:38).

This demonstrates that Jesus Christ is in control of
all thing, whether in heaven or on earth.

2. The Holy Spirit descended, like a dove.

The Holy Spirit was not a dove but descended as a
dove. The Lord had from His physical birth been
indwelled and dependant upon the Spirit but here
the Spirit of God is seen by the assembled
multitude coming upon Jesus Christ.

3. The Father spoke: You are my beloved Son, in
whom I am well pleased.

Six times in the Scriptures we find that the
heavenly Father spoke of his pleasure in the
decisions of his Son. Each time in reference to his
willingness to go to the Cross.

Baptism looks at identification. For John's
baptism, identification with the coming kingdom
and its king.

For Christ's baptism, identification with the will
and plan of the Father.

We may have been baptized with the believers
baptism, but do we continue in the reality of that
ritual?

Every day we have the opportunity to identify
ourselves with Jesus Christ, identify ourselves
with the Father perfect plan for our lives - do we?

1-10



Mark Lesson 1

What we see in theses baptisms are people who
were willing to stand up and be counted as true
believers. In their stand they were rejecting the
religiousness and legalism of their day - and they
were advancing towards a personal relationship
with the one who had done everything for them -
Jesus Christ

This opening chapter of Mark's Gospel presents us
with the account of the emergence of the Son of
God onto the scene of history. The chapters serves
as a division between his private life and his
public ministry.

Three events usher Jesus from the privacy of
preparation to the public ministry that will finds
its sum total at the Cross:

1. The ministry of John the Baptizer, the herald of
Christ

2. The Baptism of Christ: We see Him agreeing to
carry out the Salvation Plan and the pleasure this
gave the heavenly Father.

3. The Temptation of Christ: The testing of both
the humanity and deity of Christ as he sets forth
on his journey to the Cross.

We have already discussed the uniqueness of
John's ministry. He was, to say the least, unusual.

The final prophecy of the Old Testament., 400
years before the time of Mark, Chapter One, spoke
of the prophet Elijah returning to warn the people
prior to the judgment of God and the kingdom of
God.

John was not Elijah, but his ministry was similar.
It was a ministry of warning, warning the people
prior to the coming not of the kingdom, but of the
king.

That final prophecy in Malachi 4 ends with the
curse that was perpetuated from the fall of man.

It is to people under the curse of sin that John
came, and it is with people under the curse that
Jesus would begin his public ministry.

The banks of the Jordan were not a place for the
rich to flaunt their wealth or the wise to display
their knowledge or the poor to be brushed aside.
This was a place of common ground and the only
common denominator was that these people knew
they were sinners in need of a Savior.

Back in Jerusalem, the religious institutions were
at their highest. The Temple activity was in full
swing . .. yet it was not there that Jesus went to
begin his public ministry.

Principle: Jesus chose to be with the positive
receptive believers. He was even baptized in the
same waters of the Jordan as they and with them
witnessed the approving signs from His Father in
Heaven.

QUESTION-Application: Where would Jesus be
today if he were to come from heaven to earth.
Would he be in a church? Which one? He would
be with those who are serious regarding life and
to be serious regarding life you first have to be
serious about your faith.

The Church today must be a place of common
ground and the only issue is: What think ye of
Christ?

At His baptism Jesus shared the approval of His
Father with those who would be His followers:

The final and most spectacular event was the
voice of God, booming from heaven saying:

This is my beloved son in Whom I am well
pleased.

God the Father was pleased in heaven by that
which was done on earth. Although omniscience
and having knowledge of this event from eternity
past, that pre-knowledge did not diminish in any
way the historical event.

As Jesus entered the waters of the Jordan he was
adding his volition, his free-will, to the plan of
God. He was saying yes I will die for man, yes I
will be raised from the dead for the church.

Jesus volition was in view and it was his volitional
decision that pleased the Father.

The Volition of the Humanity of Christ

While the volition of Jesus Christ was, from his
birth to his physical death at all times set towards
the will of God the Father there are certain
instances revealed in the Gospels in which volition
is in view.

Four times we see Jesus making a decision to set
His will to completing the plan of the Father:

1. At His birth: Hebrews 10:5-10
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Christ is unique and we do not often consider that
he volitionally decided to be born. As ever
existing God he chose to humble himself, really
humiliate himself, and become man. The creator
became the creation. The divine person took on
human form.

2. Luke 2:41-49 Jesus at the Temple with the
Rabbis:

At the age of twelve we see an incident that shows
us that Jesus chose to grow in doctrine.

He stayed at the Temple and notice that even the
learned men of Israel were astonished at his
understanding and his answers.

These two responses included the application of
wisdom and the academic facts of the Scriptures.

We see that Jesus adds: Do you not know that I
must be about my Father's business, or affairs.

Here at the age of twelve we see that his volition
had been set on learning the Word and would be
set upon the business of His Father.

3. At His Baptism: As we studied last week, the
baptism of Christ by John at the Jordan
demonstrated Jesus' volitional decision to fulfill
the will of God.

He set his focus upon the Cross and the Kingdom
and publicly displayed his willingness to minister
the will of His father.

In this the response of the Father: This is my
beloved son in whom I am well pleased.

4. The final portrayal of the consistent positive
volition of Christ was on the eve of His
crucifixion, in the garden of Gethsemane.

At that time of great trial, as he faced the total
unknown of sin and judgment for sin and
separation from His Father he set his will, even
then, about His Father's business.

Matthew, Mark, and Luke all record this greatest
prayer of human volition:
Luke 22:42 Saying, Father, if thou be
willing, remove this cup from me:
nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done.
When Jesus raised his head from prayer he looked
at the Cross upon which his death would come,
but he also looked beyond that hill of Calgary to

the Kingdom and the subjects of that kingdom
and you and me - and there was no question that
his will would be about his Father's business.

In these events we see the consistent volitional
decisions that Christ made as he carried out the
will of God.

His earthly ministry is a pattern, an example, a
prototype for us.

John 13:15 For I have given you an example,
that ye should do as I have done to you.

1 Peter 2:21 For even hereunto were ye
called: because Christ also suffered for us,
leaving us an example, that ye should follow
his steps:

Romans 8:29 For whom he did foreknow, he
also did predestinate to be conformed to the
image of his Son.

Let me give you two points of comparison
regarding the volitional decisions of Christ and
our volitional decisions:

1. Every day, every moment of every day, Jesus'
will was set towards accomplishing the plan of
God.

In the same manner, our volitional decisions come
into play every day.

One of the great failings of the church is to seek a
one shot decision on the part of believers.

While salvation, entrance into the Christian Life is
a decision that is made once and for all, the
Christian way of life. is lived daily by the believer.

Luke 9:23 And he said to them all, If any
man will come after me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross daily, and
follow me.

2. While we must make correct decisions every
day, there are also some very important decisions
every believer must make in his life. These vital,
essential, important decisions are parallel to the
times we examined when Jesus' volition was
tested and presented in the Scriptures.

As there were four times in the life of Christ that
he made correct essential decisions, there are also
four times in our lives when we make decisions
that are critical to our life now and life in eternity:

Our essential volitional decisions:
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1. As the eternal Son of God decided to be born
into the human family, we must all make a
decision to be born-again into the Royal Family of
God.

This is a decision every member of the human race
must face. Are you going to be saved by the work
of Christ alone? There is no other way of
salvation but by the Cross.

While this decision to be born humbled Christ, the
decision to be born again exalts us, we are saved,
secure the title of Christian, and are placed forever
into union with Christ.

As this decision by Christ at his physical birth
pleased the Father, the Father is pleased when
men are born again by believing on his son.

2. When Jesus was twelve and tarried behind at
the Temple he expressed two volitional decisions
that he consistently made:

FIRST he demonstrated a separation from earthly
relationships and set as a priority his spiritual
relationships.

Matthew 10:37 He that loveth father or
mother more than me is not worthy of me:
and he that loveth son or daughter more than
me is not worthy of me.

In the same way we must come that point in our
lives where we make a decision regarding who
and what is really important. Family, parents,
children can be a distraction to spiritual growth.
Have a proper perspective and priority.

ALSO WHILE AT THE TEMPLE Jesus
demonstrated what was truly important in life . . .
the Word of God.

Luke 2:47 And all that heard him were
astonished at his understanding and
answers.

His decision was to understand, learn, and apply
the Word of God.
Luke 2:52 And Jesus increased in wisdom
and stature, and in favor with God and man.
IN THE SAME WAY WE MUST set the Word of
God as the priority in our live, learn it, understand
it, apply it.
Only then can we be about our Father's business.

3. At Jesus' Baptism, he make the decision to
minister. That was the advent of his public
ministry and he made the decision to apply
doctrine not only to self but to others in ministry.

This pleased the Father, and it pleases the Father
when we make that decision to minister to others.
All believers have the ministry of witnessing,
every one of you can extend yourself and the
doctrine you have within you soul to others . . . in
help in a time of need, in comfort and
encouragement, in prayer.

These first three decisions could be summarized
by three words:

SALVATION ---- GROWTH ---- MINISTRY
But there is one additional decision:

4. In the garden on the night before the Cross,
Jesus prayed a pray that every believer should
have as a goal.

To pray this prayer takes a volitional decision but
it is preceded by much more than that: It requires
the time it takes to mature in the Word of God.

Jesus prayed: Not my will but thine be done.

IN HIS HUMANITY he had come to the point of
knowing that the greater reality of life was the will
and the word of God.

His trust, His faith, His whole life was wrapped
up in the Word.

CHRISTIAN: You need to set a goal and that goal
must be to set your feet solidly upon the high
plateau of maturity, Jesus reached that goal when
on his knees in the garden.

We need to make proper decisions every day and
there are times that we have critical decisions to
make that will determine our:

SALVATION ---- GROWTH ---- MINISTRY

But all of that works towards a goal of being
mature in Christ. You can join ranks with Christ in
the garden, saying “not my will but thy will be
done.”

Mark 1:12,13

Immediately the Spirit impelled Him to go
out into the wilderness.
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And He was in the wilderness forty days
being tempted by Satan; and He was with
the wild beasts, and the angels were
ministering to Him.
A more complete description of the temptation of
Christ is given in Matthew 4, so refer to that
chapter for the following discussion.

The account in Matthew begins with the word
THEN, this is TOTE, which tells us to consider the
context.

Prior to this we have the Baptism of Jesus where
He, in his humanity agrees to do the will of the
Father and the Father encourages him by saying
This is my beloved Son in Whom I am well
pleased.

This reception of great spiritual blessing is now
followed by intense attack.

Application: We will find that Satan loves to
attack on the heels of our spiritual victories.

He was led up by the Spirit to be tempted by the
Devil.

Jesus, in His humanity, was led by the Spirit. He
did not depend upon his own human ability nor

upon His divine attributes but upon the power of
the Spirit. The same power that is available to us.

Satan, who is called by more than 10 different
names in the Bible, is very shrewd. He is going to
tempt Jesus' humanity with the purpose of trying
to get him to act independently of Divine will.

Christ depended upon the other two members of
the Godhead and Satan wanted him to depend
upon self or upon him.

If he could get Jesus to depend upon self or Satan
he could call a win in the Angelic Conflict by
eliminating the Savior who had been promised to
take away all sin from the fall of man to the last
sin of the Millennial age.

Satan’s strategy for attacking Christ is the same as
his strategy for us. Satan wants us to be
independent from God, rather that dependent on
God, to follow Satan rather than to be led of the
Spirit.

THE FIRST ATTACK: Since you are the Son of
God, say the word and these stones might become
loaves of bread.

If you have been fasting for 40 days and nights
you are hungry. The purpose of fasting is to set
aside the normal activities of life in order to
concentrate on the intake of the Word of God.
Jesus had been taking in Doctrine for 40days and
nights.

He responded with the Word of God: Our
primary weapon:

But he answering said: It is written (Deut. 8:3)
Man shall not live by bread alone but by every
word that proceeds from the month of God.

Jesus was attacked, tempted, but used the weapon
of the Word of God.

ATTACK NUMBER TWO:

Since Jesus quoted Scripture, Satan decided to get
into the act also.

He quotes an Old Testament prophetic promise
given to the Messiah of Israel in Psalm 91:11,12

If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it
is written, He shall give his angels charge
concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear
thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against
a stone.

NOTICE: This is Satan quoting Scripture but
applying it incorrectly.

Principle: Quoting a verse can be done by Satan,
an unbeliever, a reversionistic believer, an
apostate, a heretic. The words are not magical.

What is Supernatural is the correct application of
the promise, the principle, the precept.

Jesus answers the incorrect application with a
correct application:

He quotes Deuteronomy 6:16, “Thou shall not
tempt the Lord thy God.”

THE FINAL ATTACK: The Kingdom without the
Cross:

Here is a very subtle attack. It was the deity of
Christ who created the world. It will be Jesus
Christ who will rule the world in the Millennium
Age.

Satan makes a legitimate offer of the world, Satan
is the prince, the ruler, the god of this world.
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An offer that says take it now, the easy way, why
go through the pain of sacrifice, of dying for the
sins of man. Forget man, you can rule them right
now.

But them Jesus commands Satan to GO!
And again uses the weapon of the Word of God:

Deuteronomy 6:13 and 10:20, “Thou shall worship
the Lord thy God and Him only shalt thy serve.

THE VICTORY:

Satan leaves and angels come to minister to the
humanity of Christ. Beautiful in the Greek: “And
behold, angels approached and ministered to him.

IN THE TEMPTATIONS WE SEE JESUS
TEMPTED IN THREE AREAS and resisting
temptation by three weapons available to every
believer

a. Relationship with the Holy Spirit, Mt 4:1-4.
b. Relationship with the Word of God, Mt 4:5-7.
¢. Relationship with the plan of God, Mt 4:8-10.

IN EACH TEMPTATION JESUS used a weapon of
warfare that would be given to the Church:

He depended upon the power of the Holy Spirit to
sustain him physically; we depend upon the Holy
Spirit to sustain us in all things.

He trusted in the Word of God in His soul as we
must know the Word, direct our faith to the Word,
and trust in the Word.

He made a right decision regarding the plan of
God. He chose the Cross and the Kingdom - just
as in our decision making we must choose the
Cross for salvation and then:

Matthew 6:33, “ Seek ye first the kingdom of
God, and his righteousness; and all these
things shall be added unto you.

As Mark writes of the Savior he is presenting stories
about the earthly ministry of Christ. He is not complete
nor comprehensive but selective as he paints a portrait
of the Ruler who has come to Serve and the Servant
who will Rule.

Between the times of verses 13 and 14 in the first
chapter of Mark, we have a break of more than a
year, about 15 months, during which time Jesus
ministered in Judea and near Jerusalem.

Mark 1:14

Now after John had been taken into custody,
Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the
gospel of God,
Upon reading this you may think that Jesus was going
off to a safer haven - but that is just the opposite of
what he was doing.

John the Baptizer had been imprisoned and would
later be beheaded by Herod Antipas, son of Herod
the Great. And Herod Antipas was the Tetrarch of
Galilee.

Therefore, Jesus did not go north to escape what
had happened to John, but rather, went right to
the place of the problem.

John had been ministering in Galilee while Jesus
was in Judea and it was in Galilee that the Roman
ruler of Galilee illegally arrested John.

The RESULT of John's ministry was that he was
arrested. But someone else was to come to his
street corner in Galilee.

Mark 1:15

And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the
kingdom of God is at hand; repent and
believe in the gospel.
This tells us what Jesus did when he went to Galilee:
Jesus went to Galilee and continued to proclaim the
same message that John had proclaimed - repent - and
believe the Gospel.

Principle: John and Jesus functioned as a team.
We see here a principle of teamwork under the
direct guidance of God.

Now John and Jesus may have not even seen each
other after the time at the Jordan, but God was
leading and directing both and their ministries
were actually one ministry of proclaiming the
Gospel.

God allowed John to be imprisoned and then lead
Jesus to pick up where John left off in Galilee.

Application: Christian service, ministry, the
exercise of your spiritual gifts, all function in the
framework of a team. Sometimes you may have
contact with other team members, other times you
will not..
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At verse 15 we also have a summary of the
MESSAGE:

We have in this proclamation two declarations
and two commands:

FIRST DECLARATION: The time is fulfilled. The
word for time here is significant in that it refers to
an epoch of time rather than chronology.

This might be translated the time is right, rather
than the time has come.

Conditions existing in the world at that time make
it a perfect time for the Messiah to come.

Later on Paul is going to refer to this perfect time
in Galatians 4:4 by saying:
... when the fullness of the time was come,
God sent forth his Son, made of a woman,
made under the law.

Principle: Proper timing is as essential as proper
procedure. Jesus' timing was perfect.

2. SECOND DECLARATION: The Kingdom of
God is at hand. Jesus was the Messiah, the king of
Israel, and the offer of the kingdom would be
made to Israel - but they rejected the king and the
kingdom.

John would say of this in John 1:11 That Jesus
came unto his own, and his own received him not.

However, from that rejection, the Gospel went
forth to the Gentiles and the Church Age began -
and well, here we are.

Principle: The lack of expected results should
never interfere with proper timing and proper
doing.

We may have one result in mind, God may have
another - and His plan is far better.

3. FIRST COMMAND: Repent. Prior to belief
there must be a change of mind. This is not regret
nor is it cleaning up your act. To repent means to
have a change of mind.

The people of Galilee had to have a change of
mind regarding the Gospel, the truth of God.

For 400 years the people of Judea and Galilee had
been forming opinions about God and the
Messiah. But now the Messiah was here among
them, and many of their opinions were wrong -
they need to change their minds.

Application: In like manner today we have a lot
of opinion about God, who He is and what He is
doing. We need people who are willing to repent,
change their minds away from the opinion and to
the fact. And that fact is given to us in the next
command.

4. SECOND COMMAND: Believe the Gospel. In
the Greek text, believing is the verb form of Faith.
These concepts are transitive and demand an
object.

Believe in something, have faith in something.

That something can be either right or wrong but
here the object is given.

Believe in the GOSPEL: The Greek word from
which we get Evangelism, EUANGELOS or
“good message.”

That good message is the same good message we
share today, Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and
thou shall be saved.

This was the message of Jesus and this had been
the message of John. Now that John was off the
field of ministry, Jesus took up where he left off.
That is teamwork and that same teamwork exists
today as Jesus is off the field of ministry, seated at
the Father's right hand, and we take up where He
left off, with the same message.

THAT IS ONE TYPE OF TEAMWORK but in the
next five verses we see another type of teamwork.
Jesus, in calling his disciples formed a ministry
team that would spend the next two years with
Him in service and ministry.

Mark 1:16-20

As He was going along by the Sea of Galilee,
He saw Simon and Andrew, the brother of
Simon, casting a net in the sea; for they were
fishermen.

And Jesus said to them, Follow Me, and 1
will make you become fishers of men."
Immediately they left their nets and
followed Him.

Going on a little farther, He saw James the
son of Zebedee, and John his brother, who
were also in the boat mending the nets.
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Immediately He called them; and they left
their father Zebedee in the boat with the
hired servants, and went away to follow
Him.
The calling of the disciples occasions some
confusion in the biblical account because of the
relating of the various and numerous calls of the
disciples.

In John 1 the calling of the disciples was a call to
believe in Christ unto salvation

A year later in our passage, we see a call to follow
Christ and become his disciples, his students.
Here the emphasis is on learning and growth.

In Mark 3 (also Matthew 10 and Luke 6) we have
a final call of the Twelve disciples which was a
call to ministry.

These three calls of the disciples parallel the three
critical decisions that we studied previously,
decisions we make for -

SALVATION - GROWTH - MINISTRY

So here in Mark 1 we are seeing a call to growth in
Christ as his disciple, as a part of his team.

Here we have the call of Simon (Peter), Andrew
his brother, James, and John (writer of Gospel of
John and the youngest disciple).

We can observe seven principles in the calling of
these disciples:

1. These four were all busy doing their jobs where
they were. We are told they were fishermen by
trade and they were busy at their trade.

Principle: You must first be busy where you are
before you can expect to busy where you wish to
be. Too often we live only looking ahead, we need
to be busy right now. Too many people wait on
the Lord by doing nothing.

SECOND Principle: When God seeks someone to
use for a special mission, he finds the person who
is already busy where he is and with what has
been entrusted to him.

2. Jesus, whom they had already known and traveled
with, gave them a short precise order:

Come after me - DEUTE OPIOW, Join with me,
stay with me

Principle: Our orders in the Christian way of life.
are not complex but precise - stick with the Lord
Jesus Christ.

3. With the orders Jesus gave them a promise.
I will make you to become fishers of men.

Jesus related a future promise to them in terms
that they understood, fishing. The use of the two
verbs indicates that this would be a process that
would take time. But it will occur:

Principle: The promise was long range but these
men saw its value and went with Jesus Christ.
There is great promise in following the Lord Jesus
Christ.

4. Immediately they left their nets and followed
him.

There was no discussion, no committee meeting,
no inquiry as to contract or length of service, they
knew Jesus Christ and that was all that mattered.

They left a very profitable business for a greater
prophet, Jesus Christ.

Principle: They put the spiritual opportunity of
being with Jesus Christ over and above everything
else. They immediately grabbed the opportunity.

5. With James and John we see two fishermen by
trade who are not fishing. They are mending nets.

Principle: James and John saw the value of
proper preparation and of taking care of what
they already had.

Spiritually, Jesus in calling them would make
them menders of people.

That same word for mending nets is used for the
ministry of the word in Ephesians 4:12

For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:

6. James and John left their father Zebedee to
follow Jesus:

Principle: They put family and the profits of
business all secondary to being with Jesus Christ.

They left family for a royal family. In Mark 3:32-
35 the mother of Jesus along with his brothers and
sisters sought him and he responded by saying -
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Who is my mother, or my brethren? For
whosoever shall do the will of God, the same
is my brother, and my sister, and mother.

7. The last principle looks at the ones left behind.
James and John left the hired servants in the boat.

Principle: Being a follower of Christ is not a job
you are hired to, no hired servants but willing
followers, disciples of Jesus Christ.

The call of Peter and Andrew, James and John
began the formation of a team that would
eventually number twelve.

These were called and chose to follow the Lord
Jesus Christ, but not everyone who was called
chose to follow him.

Matthew 22:14 For many are called, but few
are chosen.

Just as there were three calls extended to the
disciples Jesus Christ extends three calls to us:

A call to Salvation
A call to Growth

A call to Service.

Mark 1:21

They went into Capernaum; and
immediately on the Sabbath He entered the
synagogue and began to teach.

In previous verses we saw that Jesus, more than a
year into his public ministry, was beginning to put
together a ministry team. He called Peter,
Andrew, James, and John.

Between verse 20 and 21 we have a number of
things that happened over a period of weeks that
are recorded in other Gospels: e.g., the sermon on
the mount, the call of some of the other disciples,
and the reason Jesus and his ministry team moved
on to Capernaum, his rejection at his home town
of Nazareth at which time he said a prophet is not
without honor except in his own town and among
his own people.

The loss to Nazareth would be a tremendous gain
to Capernaum, a city where Jesus would spend
more time than any other city, a place of more
miracles, more parables, more teaching than
anywhere else.

In ancient Israel, the people of God gathered for
worship on the Sabbath, Saturday morning.

The Talmudic Rabbis had taught the people to
hurry to the synagogue taking brisk steps and
return home slowly, taking leisurely steps. The
Rabbis had a lot to say about conduct during the
Sabbath and the people's attendance at the
Synagogue.

During the time that God was not sending
Prophets to speak to his people, the whole concept
of the Rabbis and the synagogue arose.

The initial idea was good: An established place
where people could come and learn the Word of
God from men who had dedicated their lives to
teaching . . .

But as with many things, man's viewpoint soon
entered in and the synagogue service became
regulated, complex, and empty.

MEN LOVE TO CONTROL, TO INFLUENCE, to
regulate. Even in Jesus' day men could not stand
the simplicity of the synagogue. One way to
control was to add superfluous activity and order
to the service.

Soon formal prayers were introduced, prayers
written by men Next, someone wrote a Jewish
creed and that became mandatory. No less than
six benedictions eventually became part of the
service. And then the concluding eulogies spoken
every week the same way

In addition to control through regulation and
formality, there was also control through
complexity. They made the service so complex
that nothing was really accomplished and no real
teaching ever went forth.

No less than seven men would be called upon to
read portions of the Law and the Prophets. This
was followed by a message but usually given by a
scribe or a distinguished visitor. In both Matthew
and Mark we read about teaching that is described
as the Scribes taught.

How did the Scribes teach, well, certainly not with
authority. They would give the opinion of others
regarding a certain passage. Often these opinions
would number into the hundreds. This Rabbi says
this - that Rabbi says that, and so on and so on.
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After the message the congregation could ask
questions, and we will see in Mark 1 what
happens during this question and answer period.

Is there something similar today in which God's
people are gathering together on a weekly basis to
engage in some complex type of activity where
formality and opinion dilute the truth that is
found in Jesus Christ?

THE CHURCH, it has been said, has become
many things today. It has become a place of
meeting where friends gather to meet with
friends. It has become a social club where people
who reject the normal conventions of social
activity find a refuge. A place for ball, bingo, and
other games. The church has become a place to
put young people when you do not want them on
the streets. It has become an organization with all
its attending power struggles, petty controls, and
machinations. The church has become a news
service an opinion market where views are
assimilated and speculation is promoted. Indeed
the church has become so many things it has lost
what it was intended to be - the simple place
where Christians gather to learn God's word and
worship their heavenly father.

The synagogue of Israel had also lost it simplicity
and now it was many things but no longer a place
of true worship and learning.

Mark 1:22

They were amazed at His teaching; for He
was teaching them as one having authority,
and not as the scribes.

It is into that situation that Jesus was to come one
Sabbath day and as one who was already well
known, he was invited to take the place normally
held by the scribes and read and comment on the
Scriptures.

We are not told what he taught, but we are told
that he taught: The Greek word in our passage
means an extended discourse, not merely a
proclamation. The tense is imperfect so we see
that he taught for a period of time. While we are
not told of the content we are told of the reaction:

We actually have two reactions: First, a reaction
from the congregation of the synagogue which is

found in verse 22 and again in verse 27. Secondly,
we have the reaction of one man who is possessed
by a demon, his story is found in verses 23
through 26.

When something, anything is perceived by the
senses, you have one of two actions you can take.
You can either react or you can respond.

Reaction means to act against, to engage in an
opposing action. When a problem comes you can
fight it, you can run away, you can go into panic.
These actions of fight, flight, and fear are
reactions.

With response we deal with the situation
perceived. We don't run away, we don't panic, we
don't fly off the handle and try to solve our
problems with a fight.

When we respond we use what is available in our
souls to deal with the situation.

Now there are some things in life that demand a
reaction. We are told to flee sin, that is a reaction.
we are told to flee Satan and his systems of evil,
we are told to run from anything that would take
us away from our relationship with our Savior
Christ Jesus.

But most things in life require a response, and that
does not mean to go along with it but to deal with
the problems and the tests of life (whether they
might be people or situations or systems) and deal
with them by thinking, by using the doctrine in
our souls.

The word for astonished is a very strong word
that means to be struck with amazement. To be
shocked at what was heard.

The tremendous power and authority of the Lord
and His word struck these people with
amazement.

The impact was partly due to the fact that they
had never heard anything like this before. They
were accustomed to the droning of the scribes
giving this opinion and that.

The one thing that they noticed above everything
else was that he taught:

As one that had authority and not as the scribes.

The Authority With Which Christ taught came
from two sources:
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1. His authority was delegated to him by the
Father in heaven who has sent His only begotten
Son into the world

2. His authority was delegated to him by the
Word of God which he taught.

We as Christians have the same authority
delegated to us. We have the authority of the
Father who has left us in the world as
ambassadors of His Son. And whenever we use
the Word of God, any promise, precept, principle,
we can do so with authority.

The scribes never did this, they gave opinion or
thoughts that were shared. Here was for the first
time the very delegated authority of God in their
midst.

Notice also what struck them with amazement:
His Doctrine:

This is the noun form of “teaching” and means “a
statement of belief consisting of formulated
teaching.”

In other words, Jesus did not just teach from the
heart, he formulated his message through
preparation.

Luke 2:52 And Jesus increased in wisdom
and stature, and in favor with God and man.

But to be amazed, to be astonished, to even be
impressed with that which was different is not
belief, or faith, or receiving the teaching into the
soul.

You see we have this astonishment in an imperfect
tense and that means that it was only for a time,
but soon the time past, the astonishment faded . . .
and it was back to old system.

Principle: Unless the Word that is taught, the
message that is given affects you as much on
Monday morning as it did on Sunday morning,
you astonishment is a mere reaction, imperfect,
and fades with time.

Consistency, persistence, endurance are all factors that
accompany response rather than reaction

There was one man in the synagogue that had a more
extreme reaction than the others.

Mark 1:23

Just then there was a man in their synagogue
with an unclean spirit; and he cried out,

Notice the possessive pronoun, their synagogue.

This indicates that this man was not a regular
member of the Capernaum synagogue.

He is said to have an unclean spirit.

This man was inhabited by a demonic spirit, a
demon.

The man was an unbelieving Jew who was
possessed by a demon. Demons were at one time
angelic beings who sided in a revolt against Satan
and fell from the grace and protection of God.

In Jesus' day and now they are Satan's army and
they can possess a person.

Movies such as The Exorcist and other films about
demons give the idea that people who are demon
possessed are always foul and unclean, their
heads can turn around, are physically abnormal.

But this man was just sitting in the synagogue, no
physical or emotional abnormalities until he heard
Jesus teaching doctrine with authority. Then the
man, controlled by the demon, screamed out.

He could take the redundant rhetoric of the
scribes giving the various opinions but he could
not handle the teaching of doctrine with authority.

Principle: Some people have told me that
doctrinal teaching makes them uncomfortable.
Some people have walked out of a Bible class
when the word is taught as with authority. They
are numbering themselves with this demon
possessed man.

Mark 1:24

saying, What business do we have with each
other, Jesus of Nazareth? Have You come to
destroy us? I know who You are the Holy
One of God!

The first intelligible thing out of the man's mouth
is an insult.

Like asking What do we have in common. But
then addressing him with a title of derision, Jesus
of Nazareth.
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Not Jesus of God, but Jesus of Nazareth.
Remember that shortly prior to this Jesus had been
rejected by the people of Nazareth. This looks at
him as did the people in his home town, as the son
of Mary, a carpenter.

In the KJV it appears that he asks a question but
this is more of a statement in which he tells the
facts, the reason Jesus has come to earth.

You are come to destroy us, I know who you are,
you are the Holy One of God.

This demon was attempting to show superiority
over Christ by way of knowledge.

Jesus time to destroy sin and Satan would be at
the Cross as our Lord often said, His time had not
yet come.

He was unfolding his purpose and his plan. This
demon goes right to the heart of the purpose of
Christ.

Mark 1:25

And Jesus rebuked him, saying, Be quiet,
and come out of him!

There are two words for rebuke used in the New
Testament. One means a rebuke that leads to a
desired result, a change of mind. The other word,
used here, refers to a rebuke that does not lead to
a conviction of sin, a change of mind.

Satan and his fallen crew are incorrigible, they
refuse to be convicted of their rebellion, there is no
repentance or changing of mind.

Hold thy peace, translators see this as being very
close to the idiom we have, shut your mouth.

The rebuke was strong and it was from one who
had the very authority of God and the authority of
the Word.

When our Lord command the demon to come out,
the demon had to leave the man. This is
commonly termed exorcism, the removal of a
demon which is possessing a human being.

DEMONS DO NOT LIKE THIS - not only do they
lose control of another one of God's creatures but

also they are from that moment on incarcerated in
Tartarus.

Tartarus is referred to in 2 Peter 2:4 and is the
temporary abode or hell for demons prior to their
eternity in the Lake of Fire.

So this demon was on his way, very quickly, to
hell.

Mark 1:26

Throwing him into convulsions, the unclean
spirit cried out with a loud voice and came
out of him.

There was a physical reaction. And he shouted
with a loud voice. This is not the same as we had
back in verse 23.

Here we have a screech, a death cry, that droned
on and on.

This is a participle which means it went along
with the exorcism and resulted from the demons
knowledge of what was in store for him.

We have the misplaced idea that Satan and his
demons reside in Hell or that they rule in Hell..

But, Satan will not be ruling in hell. Hell is outer
darkness, isolation, fire and pain, and it lasts for
ever.

If the unbeliever knew, as did this demon, that
eternity for them was hell, every unbeliever who
died would do so with a loud scream that would
go on and on until death came.

But a believer, can face death with a smile on his
face and hope, assurance, in his soul. Precious in
the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints.

Mark 1:27,28

They were all amazed, so that they debated
among themselves, saying, What is this? A
new teaching with authority! He commands
even the unclean spirits, and they obey Him.
Immediately the news about Him spread
everywhere into all the surrounding district
of Galilee.

What has just happened has given these people in
Capernaum something else to deal with. Will
they react or respond?

Again they reacted with amazement:

They questioned among themselves ...
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In a synagogue service the speaker would take
questions from the congregation. These people
could have asked questions to the Lord himself,
but instead they preferred to debate it among
themselves.

This is total subjectivity, when the source of truth
is standing right in front of you and you would
rather get in a debate with others as ignorant as
you . . . that goes beyond ignorance to stupidity.

Here were their topic for debate:

1. What new doctrine is this: I have never heard
it before so it must not be true.

2. What is this man's authority: Where did he go
to school, what degrees does he have, which
Rabbis have approved of him?

3. He commands the demons and they obey HIM:
HIM is a dative of advantage and in this question
these men are making a subtle implication that he
may be in charge of demons.

That is exactly what is mean by reacting rather
than responding!

Subjectivity, reaction, arrogance even today refuse
to come to the source of truth, the Word of God,
for answers.

Life is going to full of things that you will not
understand, that will be confusing, that seem at
odds with much of what you might have thought
was true - are you going to react or respond.

Are you going to come to that source of
knowledge, wisdom, and understanding that is
the Bible, the Word of God, the mind of Christ?

In verses 29 through 39 of Mark's Gospel we have
the writer presenting us with Christ's ministry in
Galilee.

This section begins with the wide spread ministry
of miracles that our Lord engaged in and - it ends
with a very curious statement by our Lord
regarding his true purpose.

Mark 1:29-31

And immediately after they came out of the
synagogue, they came into the house of
Simon and Andrew, with James and John.

Now Simon's mother-in-law was lying sick
with a fever; and immediately they spoke to
Jesus about her.

And He came to her and raised her up,
taking her by the hand, and the fever left
her, and she waited on them.

And he came and took her by the hand, and lifted
her up; and immediately the fever left her, and she
ministered unto them.

Now the custom of the day was for family and
friends to gather after the morning spent at the
Synagogue.

Here, Jesus and four of his disciples went to
Peter's home. Peter's mother and law was the
matriarch of the house.

An interesting note, Peter had a mother-in-law.
Now the last time I checked, you had to have a
wife in order to have a mother-in-law.

Peter, as well as some of the other disciples were
married. We are told in Luke 8:1-3 that a number
of women traveled in the company of Jesus and
some of these would have been the wives of the
disciples.

In I Corinthians 9:5 we read that Paul stated: Have
we not power to lead about a sister, a wife, as well as
other apostles, and as the brethren of the Lord, and
Peter?

So Peter was married which is rather strange in
that the Roman church ended up making him a
celibate pope.

The meal that was to be eaten was not prepared
on the Sabbath day but on Friday. It was the
honor for the leading lady of the home who
prepared the meal to serve the meal especially
when guests were present.

However, in this case, Peter's wife’s mother was
ill, she is said to have a fever which would have
made her very weak and unable to follow the
protocol, the manners, the customs of the day.

Jesus took her by the hand, and lifted her us and
immediately she was healed.

And then she served or ministered the meal to
them.

Now there are three types of miracles of our Lord
in the Bible:
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1. Miracles in nature: These demonstrate that
Jesus is all powerful even over creation.

2. Casting out of Demons: These miracles
demonstrate that Jesus is sovereign over even the
forces of Satanic evil

3. The Healing of Illness and Disease: 20 of the 35
recorded miracles of Christ were of this type.

In these miracles, even the simple one described
here, we see a parallel. What the infirmed person
was physically, we are spiritually.

We too lay sick, and weak with a fever of unbelief,
lack of faith, lack of trust in the Savior who has
done everything for us - we need the touch of the
Master's hand.

Then we can do exactly what Peter's wife's mother
did. We can be made well spiritually and then we
can serve our Lord Jesus Christ.

NOW ON THIS FIRST SABBATH IN Capernaum
Jesus has preformed two miracles, cast a demon
our of a man in the synagogue and then healed a
women who was ill with a fever.

Mark 1:32-34

When evening came, after the sun had set,
they began bringing to Him all who were ill
and those who were demon-possessed.

And the whole city had gathered at the door.

And He healed many who were ill with
various diseases, and cast out many demons;
and He was not permitting the demons to
speak, because they knew who He was.

The News of Christ's Miracles was Spreading

We are given two time words here: When the
evening had come, the sun had set -

Since it was the Sabbath, the people of Capernaum
waited until sundown to come to Peter's home.
The Law forbade working on the Sabbath and the
Rabbinical law forbade carry a burden on the
Sabbath. So they waited until the Sabbath ended
which was at sundown.

All the city was at the door of Peter's home. They
had either seen Jesus in the synagogue that
morning or they had heard the stories of the
miracles this man from Nazareth could perform.

As he healed those who were sick he also cast out
demons from those who had been possessed.

Mark is very careful, as are the other Gospel
writers to make illness and demon possession two
separate categories. Even then, as now, some
were teaching that all illness and infirmity were
due to demons.

As he expelled the demons we are told, He did not
allow them to speak because they knew Him.

Reasons:

1. The attestation of Jesus as the Messiah, the holy
one of God was not to come from the mouth of the
enemy - it would be Peter who would first see that
Jesus was the Messiah.

2. Jesus' plan and purpose was the Cross. He was
revealing his purpose step by step to the positive
believers. He did not need demonic interruption.

A number of times, especially in John's gospel we
read about Jesus telling others that his time had
not yet come. These demons could have
encroached upon our Lord's proper timing for his
ministry.

3. Also, the demons could very easily lie about
Christ and mislead the people. They could have
given a slanderous sermon about Christ.

But Christ did not give them the chance. And this
even further demonstrates his power and
authority over all forces even forces of evil.

That Sabbath day in Capernaum ends with Jesus
in the limelight of popularity. Many people were
present, the city gathered around him, he was the
center of attention.

Mark 1:35-39

In the early morning, while it was still dark,
Jesus got up, left the house, and went away
to a secluded place, and was praying there.
Simon and his companions searched for
Him;

they found Him, and said to Him, Everyone
is looking for You.

He said to them, Let us go somewhere else to
the towns nearby, so that I may preach there
also; for that is what I came for."




Mark Lesson 1

And He went into their synagogues
throughout all Galilee, preaching and
casting out the demons.

He went away alone to pray.

The writer Mark presents us with Jesus at prayer
three times in his Gospel. Here, towards the
beginning of the account, once towards the middle
(Mark 6:46) and then a third time towards the end
of the Gospel (Mark 14:32-42).

The common thread of each time Mark talks about
Jesus alone and at prayer is that every time our
Lord was faced with a decision to make regarding
the fulfilling of his mission.

Each time there was a choice as to which road to
take, a path with less cost, easier, more attractive -
or- a path less traveled.

Think in terms of the humanity of Christ:

He had been rejected in Nazareth, and yet here in
Capernaum he was the man of the hour. He had
been terribly abused in Judea, but here in
Capernaum people flocked to his door.

It would have been very easy to stay in
Capernaum but in these early morning hours of
prayer he communed with his heavenly Father
and the answer became very clear.

I am sure that Simon, who is Peter, could not
understand why the Lord was out here in the
wilderness when so many people in Capernaum
were trying to find him.

The people of Capernaum were seeking Christ -
he just had to go back to Capernaum.

But look at his response:
And he said unto them, let us go somewhere
else, neighboring town -

Now that would have thrown them. But they did
not know that in those early hours of prayer, Jesus
had an answer to prayer. An answer that was
right there all the time.

On thing about getting away and praying - You
sometimes learn the things you knew all along. It
just takes some time alone, in prayer, to get them
up to memory center.

As Jesus was in Prayer he came to a decision.

Purpose is more important than popularity !!!!

The Lord Jesus Christ was almost distracted from
his true purpose. The miracles of the prior day
gave rise to Jesus' popularity in Capernaum. If he
had gone back to the city at that time, the whole
population would have greeted and welcomed
him. He could have been the chief rabbi, the
president of the synagogue, the man of the hour.

But what would have been the reason for this
popularity and acceptance - his miracles of
healing Remember, the people came to Jesus the
evening of the Sabbath with their sick and their
infirmed. In his compassion he healed them, but
that was not his purpose in coming to mankind -

His purpose is stated in verse 38:

That I may proclaim, preach, for it is for this
[purpose] I came forth.

This verse tells us things about Christ:

He was not to be distracted by even those
activities of ministry which to some all important.
Healing the sick is a very wonderful thing to do,
especially if you had the power our Lord had or
the power that was given to the apostles prior to
the completion of the Bible.

But healing the sick was not the purpose for which
Christ came - he came to proclaim the truth.

While the people were impressed with the
healing, that was not what they should have been
impressed with. The got the method before the
message. Two parts of the fatal flaw of arrogance
were in view:

1. They put the man above the message. The
whole city was seeking Christ but not for his
teaching - for his miracles.

2. They put the method above the message. They
focus in on the act of healing rather than what the
act of healing demonstrated - that all are
spiritually sick.

Parallel:

The people of Capernaum were much like people
today. Today Christians make the mistake of
putting the man or his method before the
message.

I Corinthians 1:27-29 But God hath chosen
the foolish things of the world to confound
the wise; and God hath chosen the weak
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things of the world to confound the things
which are mighty; And base things of the
world, and things which are despised, hath
God chosen, yea, and things which are not,
to bring to nought things that are: That no
flesh should glory in his presence.

Principle: Every time a man stands to proclaim
the truth of God you are given a test - will it be the
man, the method, or the message.

The people of Capernaum were subjective and
shallow, they wanted their infirmities healed, their
friends made physically whole and they could not
see below the surface to the spiritual truth that
Jesus' presented.

So what did Jesus do - he left Capernaum

The second thing we see in Jesus' decision was
that he was Mission Oriented. He did not allow
the flattery of popularity to deter him from his
purpose.

The people wanted him back, his disciples hunted
him down and were telling if to take advantage of
the opportunity, go back to Capernaum - all men
are seeking you.

But Jesus Christ was oriented to his mission. He
knew what his purpose was and he would see it
though to the end.

During his earthly ministry, Jesus Christ was
heavily criticized by some of the people and
abundantly complimented by others.

The compliments fell into two categories,
compliments of the man and the method,
compliments on the message,

The same two categories are found today. Any
compliment taken seriously regarding the man or
the method is totally superfluous, dispensable,
and non-essential.

In acting one of the greatest occupational hazards
is to begin to believe your critics. In your ministry
the same thing could be said, are you going to
believe your critics, whether they are making you
the hero - or the goat.

Pastors today must be Mission Oriented, but it
doesn’t just end with the Pastors. Every Christian
must be Mission Oriented.

There is a reason you have been left upon this
earth and that purpose is spiritual growth, then
ministry. You are on a mission, but so many are
not oriented to that mission.

Let's look at some lessons we can learn from this
passage:

1. Proper decisions solve difficult problem. Jesus
faced a very difficult choice, remain in
Capernaum. Be the man of the hour, have many
people coming to him - or leave.

2. Prayer must precede proper decision making.
Prayer is not the solution, but prayer sets up the
solution which is the decision you make.

Proper decision making is part of prayer pursuit
and in the pursuit of your prayers God can give
you the information upon which to make a
decision.

3. You can only make a decision based upon the
information at hand and God alone can supply
accurate information.

All men are seeking you. Not his message but
they are seeking the man for his method of
miracles.

It would have been easy, comfortable, convenient
to stay in Capernaum - but it also would have
been a distraction.

Lesson: Sometimes it is the road less traveled that
is right. If we are oriented to our mission (purpose
in life) the distractions of life, even those closely
associated with our mission, do not deter us.

Lesson: The best defense against distraction is
knowing where you are going. Jesus knew his
purpose, he came to proclaim the truth. When he
said this he had already made the decision not to
go back to Capernaum at this time (although he
will later go back). But he gives this not as a
command to his disciples, but as a potential for
them to go with Him.

LET US GO is a subjunctive mood verb. Jesus
knew what he would do and he was going to do it
but did not presume upon these others - they
could have decided to stay in Capernaum.

Lesson: If you are right, even if you are the only
one, you are a majority. Jesus was right and
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whether or not his disciples went with him or not
would not deter his decision.

Final lesson: When Jesus stated his purpose he
said, “That I may proclaim ...”

Again we have a subjunctive mood of potential.

Jesus knew what awaited him in Capernaum,
popularity, acclaim, people following him - but as
he looked ahead to the ministry he would have in
other towns, he look at only a possibility.

Remember, He had preached in Nazareth, and
there his own people threw him out of town.

What was ahead for Christ - he did not know but
he knew his purpose was right, he knew his
decision was right, and he knew that whatever
tomorrow held, his Father's plan was perfect.

Lesson: The potential of his purpose was not
presumed even by Christ. But he put all the
potential, all the possibilities, into the hands of
God.

And he preached in their synagogues
throughout all Galilee, and cast out demons.

The demons can never stand the preaching of the
truth so that aspect of his ministry was to
continue.

Mark 1:40

And a leper came to Jesus, beseeching Him
and falling on his knees before Him, and
saying, If You are willing, You can make me
clean.

We have seen our Lord make the decision to leave
Capernaum and go to neighboring towns to
proclaim the message of truth.

This decision was made as a response to the
people of Capernaum and their distraction by the
miracles of healing Jesus preformed in their town.

One of the great problems of ministry and indeed
one of the great problem of life is distraction.
Distraction takes us away from that goal that we
set out to accomplish. Distraction puts us into the
arena of failure rather than success. Distraction
forces us to settle for second best when God's
highest and best was just within reach.

Distractions come in every size and in every form.
From those things that the Bible would consider

sin to those things that are legitimate, those things
in which we would see no harm.

The stories that appear to be the main emphasis of
these beginning chapters of Mark are not really
the critical portions of the passage. The events in
the Capernaum synagogue, the healing of Peter's
mother-in-law, the healing of the leper, which we
will examine next, are not as germane to the
portrait that Mark is painting as are the events
that occur in between.

This tells us something about life, it is often not
the big events that shape our futures but the small
sometimes insignificant decisions that we make.

F.W. Borman said: We make our decisions and
then our decisions turn around and make us.

For the Lord Jesus Christ the decisions were
always right even when we see them resulting in a
not so right situation. The decisions he made tell
us how important decisions are. And the
distractions to his ministry by the people that
gathered around him tell us how easily it is for us
to be distracted from the true importance of life
and ministry.

Two of the recorded miracles of the Lord dealt
with the cleansing of leprosy. However, a number
of passages indicate that many more lepers were
healed by the Lord of this dreaded disease.

NOW THE LORD had not been healing people
but this man apparently had heard what the Lord
had done in Capernaum and came to him.

Beseeching him and falling on his knees saying to
him, if you are willing you have the power given
to you to cleanse.

The mood of this moment is very dramatic:

Jesus was teaching, perhaps in the streets, not in a
synagogue (the leper would never have gotten in),
there are others around and through the crowd,
perhaps wrapped in his robe with head covered
comes this leper and addresses the Lord.

The fear of the contagious was so real that the Law
of Moses given by God specified in Leviticus 13
that the person with leprosy would be expelled
from the camp of Israel. They were not to come
into contact with anyone. They lived out their
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lives in what has commonly been called a leper
colony.

But here is an outcast, a leper in a city, in a crowd,
and coming up to Jesus.

This was a very bold step.

He no doubt heard that Jesus was nearby, that he
had healed others of physical maladies. Should he
go to this man who speaks the very words of God,
dare he leave the outcast commune and go into a
village risking life and limb if discovered?

Not only did he have the boldness to seek out the
Lord he also had the confidence that Jesus had the
power to cleanse him of the disease.

We have a series of present participles: He kept
on beseeching him, kept on kneeling before the
Lord, kept on saying to him -

Now the content of his request is built around two
verbs followed by an infinitive. Iimagine he had
thought very carefully about what he would say
and what he says is very accurate:

If you are willing: Recognition of his dependence
on Christ and Christ's will.

You have been given the power: He recognized
that Christ's power was from God, given to Christ.

To cleanse: An infinitive of results, the man knew
that if Christ willed to do so he had been given the
power to cleanse him of this terrible disease.

The combination of this verb and this infinitive,
“you have been given the power to cleanse” is
only uttered by this man who was in the most
desperate of situations.

What this phrase tells us is that somehow he had
been listening to the message. The accuracy of his
request goes far beyond that which most of the
people were getting:

REMEMBER IN CAPERNAUM: The people were
seeking Jesus the one who could heal

BUT THIS MAN WAS seeking the power of God
that was in Jesus.

He did not see Christ as a mere miracle worker, he
saw Christ in whom was the power of God.

The people that were whole, healthy, wealthy and
wise did not yet see what this man saw.

Mark 1:41

Moved with compassion, Jesus stretched out
His hand and touched him, and said to him,
I am willing; be cleansed.

The participle for being filled with compassion is
from a noun that refers to love within a family,
and that is how Jesus looked upon this poor man.
The compassion, the touch, the healing all were a
response to what this man said when he so
accurately told the Lord what the Lord had the
power to do.

If you are willing, you have the power of God in
you, to cleanse me.

Principle: Jesus will always respond to our pleas

when we are accurate regarding His work and His
person.

Mark 1:42

Immediately the leprosy left him and he was
cleansed.
Previously I told you that all the miracles of
healing in the physical being were parallels of
what we all are in the spiritual being?
Leprosy is what we all have apart from Christ
Spiritually.
What was the former condition of this man:

1. The man was in bondage to the physical
disease he had.

2. He was an outcast from society

3. In every area of life, physical, mental,
emotional, social, spiritual, he suffered.

4. Under the total depravity of leprosy we can see
ourselves under the total depravity of sins

But it was Jesus who decided that he should be
clean, who had in him the very power of God to
make him clean.

That word that Mark repeats in verses 40-41-42 is
the same word that John later uses of us as
believers in Christ:
1John 1:7 But if we walk in the light, as he
is in the light, we have fellowship one with
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his
Son cleanses us from all sin.
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1John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Principle:

1. As Jesus had the power in Him from God to
cleanse this many from leprosy, He had the same
power from God to cleanse the sinner from his
sins.

2. This man came to the Savior dependant upon
him, knowing with confidence that if the Lord was
willing he had the power to cleanse.

3. We must also come to the Savior dependant
upon Him, having the confidence in Him that he
can cleanse us from our sins.

4. As this man did not focus on his disease but
rather on the Savior, we must not focus on sin but
rather the solution in the Savior.

Our study in Colossians 2:23 has shown us that
attempting to deny the flesh of its lusts apart from
Christ merely adds fuel to those lusts of the flesh.

Mark 1:43

And He sternly warned him and
immediately sent him away,

In the analogy the man has now been cleansed
from his leprosy as we, at salvation, have been
cleansed of our sins.

So we might look at these next verse and seek to
answer the question - After salvation, what?

Verse 43 is very strong, Jesus was very stern with
the man and we are told EXBALLW, threw him
out of the crowd and gave him some specific
instructions.

The word for sternly admonished means a short,
angry statement. This terse statement along with
physically putting the man out may seem odd,
until we realize what the Lord was doing to
pursue His purpose:

The enemies of Christ could have easily declared
him unclean for his contact with the leper and
aroused anger against Him.

We have seen and will see that the populous of
Galilee were very distracted by miracles of
healing. Unable in their shallow subjectivity to

see below the surface of the physical to the
spiritual.

Giving this man such stern instructions we see the
answer to the question, after salvation, what?
After salvation Jesus our Lord calls us to
obedience.

Mark 1:44

and He said to him, See that you say nothing
to anyone; but go, show yourself to the priest
and offer for your cleansing what Moses
commanded, as a testimony to them.

Jesus instructed the man to go to the Priests to
offer the offering of cleansing required in
Leviticus 14:2-32.

Some assume that this meant that the man had to
go to Jerusalem but the first part of the cleansing
ceremony occurred outside the camp, outside the
Temple. There were locally Levitical priests who
could begin the process.

The man was to do this as a testimony:

The Testimony would be of Christ. In Matthew
7:5 and Luke 7:22 the power to cleanse the leper is
an undeniable sign of the Messiah.

If the priests declared the leper clean but rejected
the one who healed him, their unbelief would be
incriminating evidence against them.

Mark 1:45

But he went out and began to proclaim it
freely and to spread the news around, to
such an extent that Jesus could no longer
publicly enter a city, but stayed out in
unpopulated areas; and they were coming to
Him from everywhere.

But there is a problem: Enthusiasm and sincerity
become the breeding ground for bad decisions
that will limit the future options of our Lord.

But he, going out, began to proclaim many things
and to spread about the matter.

The initial conjunction of this verse is DE , a light
contrast rather than a dramatic contrast.

The light contrast indicates that the man did not
totally disobey Christ but only partially. As he
was perhaps seeking a priest, he began to talk.
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Enough people apparently knew the man and
could see that he was no longer in bondage to the
terrible disease. As he went, he talked, and then
talked even more.

Now look at this man for a moment. Would he
purposely intend in any way to harm the one who
had just healed him?

Was he acting out of spite or malice? No - but his
enthusiasm and sincerity was wrong. He was in
disobedience to the Lord Jesus Christ,

Enthusiasm and sincerity are not the issues,
whether the man was right or wrong is the issue
and he was wrong.

Furthermore, his actions had a damaging effect on
the freedom our Lord had to fulfill his purpose of
proclaiming the truth.

Remember why Jesus left Capernaum in the first
place. The people were distracted by the miracles
and were not listening to the message.

Lessons from Mark 1:

1. Jesus Christ was mission oriented: He knew
his purpose and rejected the distractions that
would have prevented proper fulfillment of his
goal.

2. The leper was drawn to Christ by the message:
He knew accurately that the power of God was in
the humanity of Christ.

3. The Lord was compassionately moved by the
man's accurate understanding of doctrine; just as
he loves it when we accurately understand his
Word

4. But by disobeying the Lord and telling others
what had happened, he took the emphasis off the
message and distracted other who focused on the
method.

5. Healing was a legitimate part of the Messiah's
ministry but it was not the heart of the ministry.
He came to proclaim the truth.

Principle: We must realize that even the
legitimate activities that are associated with any
ministry are superficial to the purpose of
proclaiming the truth that is in Jesus Christ.

6. As a result of the miracles of healing, Jesus had
the numbers. Many hundreds and later
thousands of people followed him - but as he
shifted from miracles, to parables, to
proclamations of the truth, the crowds dwindled
and when he went to the Cross he was virtually
alone save for a few the faithful.

Principle: Many of the things that can be
involved in a ministry can draw people, but in our
ministries, we must not let the superficial become
the focal point - we must present Jesus Christ and
his word of truth.
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Mark Lesson 1 Quiz

Instructions

The following questions relate to your study of this lesson.

To answer a question, type your response in the space provided after the word "Answer:".
A question may be True/False, multiple choice, fill in the blank, or short answer type.

The last question requires you to write one or fwo paragraphs in "essay” form. Use the
space provided; it will expand to accommodate your response.

You have choices about sending the quiz back to Grace Notes.

If you received an email file containing the quiz, you can use the REPLY feature of your
e-mail application to open the quiz. Enter your answers in the reply message. Then
SEND the message to Grace Notes.

You can enter your answers on these pages, then send the whole file back to Grace
Notes as a file attachment. This is handy, but these lessons will average 100K to 200K
in size. As an alternative,

After you answer the questions here, copy and paste the whole list of questions into a
new MS Word document; then, send the new file o Grace Notes as an attachment. The
new file will, of course, be much smaller than this main file.

Finally, you can print the Quiz pages on your printer and send your response back to
Grace Notes in the regular mail. If you do this, send the mail to:

Grace Notes

% Warren Doud

1705 Aggie Lane

Austin, Texas 78757 USA

Whichever transmission method you use, when Grace Notes receives your completed Quiz,
the next lesson will be sent to you, by the same means you received this one. EXCEPT:
when you have sent in the FINAL QUIZ, we will send your certificate to you, by regular
mail.
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Questions on Mark Lesson 1

1. Mark portrays Christ as a [A. king; B. servant; C. disciple; D. divine Son of God].
Answer:

2. Mark went with and on a missionary journey.
Answer:

3. The name "Jesus” means "
Answer:

4. The prophecy of Isaiah, mentioned in Mark 1:2, refers to the ministry of
Answer:

5. Of whom was John the Baptist speaking when he said "Make straight his paths?”
Answer:

6. Repentance is [A. punishing oneself for sins; B. turning over a new leaf; C. changing the mind
about something; D. feeling sorry for your sins].
Answer:

7. John the Baptist's diet was and
Answer:

8. Jesus was baptized to cleanse him of his sins. [True/False]
Answer:

9. Jesus never deviated from the will of God his Father. [True/False]
Answer:

10. How long was Jesus in the wilderness, where he was tempted by Satan?
Answer:

11. Satan knows nothing about the Word of God, the Bible. [True/False]
Answer:

12. After John the Baptist was arrested, where did Jesus go to preach?
Answer:

13. The first disciples Jesus recruited were [A. James and John; B. Mark and Timothy: C. Peter
and Andrew; D. Zebedee and John].
Answer:
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14. The man from whom Jesus cast out the demon was [A. in a field working; B. in a market stall on
the street; C. at home; D. in a synagogue].
Answer:

15. What verse in Mark 1 makes you think that Peter was a married man?
Answer:

16. Jesus was not willing to heal the leper. [True/False]
Answer:

17. Why did Jesus give such a stern warning to the man who was healed of leprosy?
Answer:

18. Jesus ministry became so well know and popular that He could not even go into cities because of
the crowds. [True/False]
Answer:

19. The main purpose of any Christian ministry is
Answer:

20. Essay Question: In two or three paragraphs, explain how Christ's ministry got started.

End of Quiz




